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By MICHAEL DAVISDAVIS-

Had

DAVIS-

Had

DAVIS-

HadHad Winston Churchill died atat-

sixty
at-

sixty
at-

sixtysixty history would scarcelyseanelyscarcely-
have

seanely-
have

scarcely-
havehave noted his passingpassing-

He
passing-

IleHeIle would have been recordedrecorded-
asas neither a statesman nor aa-

popular
a-

popular
a-

popularpopular man An imaginativeimaginative-
FirstFirst Lord of the AdmiraltyAdmiralty-
during

Admiralty-
during

Admiralty-
duringduring World War I he concon-

ceived
con-

ceived
con-

ceived
¬

ceived a brilliant flanking strikestrike-
atat the Dardanelles only to see itit-

fail
it-

fail
it-

failfail for want of proper execuexecu-
tion

exec-
utiona

exec-
utiona

¬

tiontionaa failure for which he waswas-
not

was-
not

was-
notnot entirely blamelessblameless-

AnAn innocent Tory in economeconom-
ics

econom-
ics

econom-
ics

¬

ics he was an inadequatejnadequate ChanChan-
cellor

Chan-
cellor

Chan-
cellor

¬

cellor of the Exchequer at aa-

time
a-

time
a-

timetime when bold economic thinkthink-
ing

think-
ing

think-
ing

¬

ing was demanded He gainedgained-
thethe workingmans odium for hishis-

perhaps
his-

perhaps
his-

perhapsperhaps excessive measures toto-

end
to-

end
to-

endend the General Strike of J9261926

A parliamentary maverick inin-

aa country where party infidelinfidel-
ity

infidel-
ity

infidel-
ity

¬

ity is a sin second only to godgod-

lessness
god-

lessness
god-

lessnesslessness he horrified the reguregu-
lars

regu-
lars

regu-
lars

¬

lars by twice switching partiesparties-
Precocious

parties-
Precocious

parties-
PrecociousPrecocious but lacking soundsound-
judgment

sound-
judgment

sound-
judgmentjudgment his historical footnotefootnote-
would

footnote-
would

footnote-
wouldwould conclude He might havehave-
been

have-
been

have-
beenbeen a Rab ButlerButler-

Yet

Butler-

Yet

Butler-

YetYet he shortly became one ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe Great MenMenifif that frefre-
quently

fre-
quently

fre-
quently

¬

quently abused term has anyany-
meaning

any-
meaning

any-
meaningmeaning at all One cannot helphelp-

but
help-

but
help-

butbut feel that things would bebe-

quite
be-

quite
be-

quitequite different todaytodayandand imim-

mensely
im-

mensely
im-

mensely
¬

mensely more difficult ifif-

Churchill
if-

Churchill
if-

ChurchillChurchill had not rallied BritishBritish-
might

British-
might

British-
mightmight and will in the dark JuneJune-
days

June-
days

June-
daysdays of 1940 when EnglandEngland-
stood

England-
stood

England-
stoodstood alonealone-

Oddly
alone-

Oddly
alone-

OddlyOddly enough most of usus-

were
us-

were
us-

werewere very happy in thosetnase days

C P Snow recalls There waswas-
aa kind of collective euphoriaeuphoria-
overover the whole country WeWe-

had
We-

had
We-

hadhad a purpose It was ChurChur-
chill

Chur-
chill

Chur-
chill

¬

chill more than any other forceforce-
who

force-
who

force-
whowho defined and articulated thatthat-
purpose

that-
purpose

that-
purposepurpose which was no less thanthan-
the

than-
the

than-
thethe defense of all that waswas-
worthwhile

was-
worthwhile

was-
worthwhileworthwhile in Western CivilizaCiviliza-
tion

Civiliza-
tion

Civiliza-
tion

¬

tion And Englishmen who butbut-

aa shortahort time before had swornsworn-
never

sworn-
never

sworn-
nevernever to die for King and CounCoun-

try
Coun-

try
Coun-

try
¬

try stepped forth into theirtheir-

finest
their-

finest
their-

finestfinest hourhour-

Apotheosis

hour-

Apotheosis

hour-

ApotheosisApotheosis BeginsBegins-

He

elr nsns-

HeHe sleeps now in that shadowshadow-
land

shadow-
land

shadow-
landland between the present andand-

the
and-

the
and-

thethe past wherein great men areare-
transformed

are-
transformed

are-
transformedtransformed into great mythsmyths-

that
myths-

that
myths-

thatthat will inevitably lie under thethe-
merciless

the-
merciless

the-
mercilessmerciless little scalpels of rere-

visionists
re-

visionists
re-

visionists
¬

visionists not yet born Butnut be ¬

fore the myth smothers the manman-
We

man-
We

man-
weWe canocann grasp what it wasthatwasthat-
manifested

watwa thatthat-
manifested

that-
manifestedmanifested in great deedsdeeds setset-

him
set-

him
set-

himhim apart from lesser menmen-

To

men-

To

men-

ToTo appreciate Churchills lieufellelie-
is

ufe-

is
lle-

isis to appreciate the qualities ofof-

greatness
of-

greatness
of-

greatnessgreatness The factors that givegive-

birth
give-

birth
give-

birthbirth to great men are difficultdifficult-
toto isolateisolatenotnot the least of themthem-
isis fortuitous circumstancecircumstance-

ButBut the most significant ofof-

these
of-

these
of-

thesethese factors is strength of willwill-

and
will-

and
will-

andand Churchill was nothing if notnot-

the
not-

the
not-

thethe incarnation of simply enorenor-
mous

enor-
mous

enor-
mous

¬

mous will and determinationdetenninationdetermination-
Vacillation

detennination-
Vacillation

determination-
VacillationVacillation apathy and cynicyni-

cism
cyni-

cism
cyni-

cism
¬

cism were foreign to his naturenature-
His

nature-
His

nature-
HisHis committmentcommittrnent to those thingsthings-
worthy

things-
worthy

things-
worthyworthy of it was total PaintingPainting-
aa landscapelands < ape building a navynavy-
laying

navy-
laying

navy-
layinglaying a wallwatl writing a historyhistory-
leading

history-
leading

history-
leadingleading a troop of cavalry scoldscold-
ing

scold-
ing

Scold-

ing
¬

ing a parliament saving a nana-

tion
na-

tionthese
na-

tionthese
¬

tiontionthesethese he pursued with aa-

singular
a-

singular
a-

singularsingular passionpassion-

Shimmering

passion-

Shimmering

passion-

ShimmeringShimmering ColorsColors-

The

Colors-

The

Colors-

TheThe source of that great willwill-

II think lay in his RomanticismRomanticism-
Churchill

Romanticism-
Churchill

Romanticism-
ChurchillChurchill was an unabashed RoRo-

mantic
Ro-

mantic
Ro-

mantic
¬

mantic A biographer concludesconcludes-

that
concludes-

Uiat
concludes-

thatthatUiat he is incapable of seeingseeing-
lifelife in terms of monotonesmonotones-
Whatever

monotones-
Whatever

monotones-
WhateverWhatever subject his mindmind-
touches

mind-
touches

mind-
touchestouches is at once transformedtransformed-
intointo shimmering lights and colcol-

ors
col-

ors
col-

ors
¬

ors
orsBritishBritish and Americans werewere-
not

were-
not

were-
notnot jealous and oftquarrelingoftquarreling-
rivalrival nationalities but EnglishEnglish-
speaking

English-
speaking

English-
speakingspeaking peoples whose comcom-

mon
com-

mon
com-

mon
¬

mon origins and mission renren-

dered
ren-

dered
ren-

dered
¬

dered differences insignificantinsignificant-
British

insignificant-
British

insignificant-
BritishBritish tommies of the SecondSecond-

World
Second-

World
Second-

WorldWorld War were not just solsol-

diers
sol-

diers
sol-

diers
¬

diers but white warriors enen-

gaged
en-

gaged
en-

gaged
¬

gaged in combat a outrance withwith-

the
with-

the
with-

thethe forcesforres of wickedness 19401940-

was
1940-

was
1940-

waswas thetheth Christians and thethe-

Turks
the-

TWks
the-

TurksTurksTWks before Vienna with civilcivil-

izatjon
civil-

zaHo

civi-
lizatonizatjonizatonzaHo ini theh balanceba1 e

I

Out of his Romanticism andand-

the
and-

the
and-

thethe engine of his will camecame-
Churchills

came-
Churchills

came-
ChurchillsChurchills fixed belief that hehe-

was
he-

was
he-

waswas a child of destiny It waswas-
more

was-
more

was-
moremore than mere ambition BornBorn-
inin a castle in the afternoon ofof-

aa mighty Empire sired of aa-

brilliant
a-

brilliant
a-

brilliantbrilliant and stormy father dede-

scended
de-

scel1ded

de-

scended
¬

scendedscel1ded of the great MarlborMarlbor-
ough

Marlbor-
ough

Marlbor-
oughough he knew he was preorpreor-

dained
preor-

dained
preor-

dained
¬

dained to fulfill some great purpur-
pose

pur-
pose

pur-
pose

¬

posepose-

Kings
pose-

Kings
pose-

KingsKings Parliament EmpireEmpire-
these

Empire-
these

Empire-
thesethese were not historical curioscurios-

ities
curios-

ities
curios-

ities
¬

ities but mystical and trantran-
scending

tran-
scending

tran-
scending

¬

scending entities He did notnot-

merely
not-

merely
not-

merelymerely acknowledge their prespres-
ence

pres-
ence

pres-
ence

¬

ence but he believed in theirtheir-
greatness

their-
greatness

their-
greatnessgreatness and knew he was theirtheir-
champion

their-
champion

their-
championchampionchampion-

Faith
champion-

Faith
champion-

FaithFaith in his destiny coloredcolored-

hishis every decision and carriedcarried-
him

carried-
him

carried-
himhim through his numerous fallsfalls-

from
falls-

from
falls-

fromfrom public grace His magnifimagnifi-
cent

magnifi-
cent

magnifi-
cent

¬

cent selfconfidence had hehe-

failed
he-

failed
he-

failedfailed historyhistorywithwithwith his criticscritics-
would

critics-
would

critics-
wouldwould have called it damneddamned-

arrogance
damned-

arrogance
damned-

arrogancearrogance occasioned the opop-

probrium
op-

probrium
op-

probrium
¬

probrium of contemporary polipoliopoli-

ticians
polio-

ticians
poli-

ticians
¬

ticians not of the electelect-

Merely

elec-

tlI

elect-

MerelyMerelylI rely QuaintQuaintlQuaint-

Romanticism

Quaintl-

Roman

Quaint-

RomanticismRomanticismRoman cisrn a passionate bebe-

lief
be-

lief
be-

lief
¬

lief in personal destinydestiIJy and highhigh-

purpose
high-

purpose
high-

purposepurpose and a willwill powerfulpowerful-
enough

powerful-
enough

powerful-
enoughenough to fulfill what his desdes-

tiny
des-

tiny
des-

tiny
¬

tiny required of ititthesethese werewere-

the
were-

the
were-

thethe peculiar qualities that liftliltlift-

ed
lilt-

ed
lift-

ed
¬

ed Churchill to greatness andand-
profoundly

and-
profoundly

and-
profoundlyprofoundly shaped our timestimes-

They

times-

They

times-

TheyThey sound quaint and oldold-

fashioned
old-

fashioned
old-

fashionedfashioned to our homogenoushomogenous-

andand detacheddetacl1ed generation But itit-

will
it-

will
it-

willwill be prudent for us to ponpon-

der
pon-

der
pon-

der
¬

der these qualitiesqualitiesthethe exampleexample-

ofof which may be ChurchillsChurchills-
greatest

Churchills-
greatest

Churchills-
greatestgreatest legacylegacyandand to reflectreflect-

whether
reflect-

whether
reflect-

whetherwhether or not any generationgeneration-
whatever

generation-
whatever

generation-
whateverwhatever its gods can do withwith-

out
with-

ut
with-

out
¬

out>ut men who share them


