'_»them I you ‘have better ideas (which
1s hlgh]y pi*obab]e), express them. ;

MISS Coyner and others of her ilk
~are absolutely correct about the trivi-
~ality of most student government in the
~colleges and in the Student Association.
-But trunalty is not inherent in the sys-
‘tem. It is the product of small minds
S unwﬂlmg' to challenge the real prob-
it ol lems at this Umverslty

5 Our time here is hmlted so we should
~ spend resources on major problems..

- Students can gam a great deal of
respect by demonstrating their concern

‘with significant matters, rather than

~with the petty concerns which adminis-
- traters are accustomed to hear from
students and their representatlves

- Admissions Pohcy

The tone of a university is set by its
_ financial commitment to different de-

partments, its phys1ca1 facilities, its

A  faculty, and its a.dmisswns poliey. These
I c facters arve interrelated, and changes in
; . one policy area will have ramifications

: app}y each year, from which annual ad-
 missions quotas can be filled without
“ dmpmg deeply mto margmal cases. :

& Over this procedure certain quantxta-

tate, and sclence-engmeermg to aca-
dem prospective students. Then the
slots in the matrix are ;ﬁlled with the
appﬁcants avaﬂable
the F ice‘-;stp’_dent body..l,;-

: Recru ng Students

d by» other faetorS‘

the ldeas, do’ somethmg about

~in other areas and in the overall struc-
7 'ture. A great deal about underg'raduate-

tion at Rice can be lained in
fugabion, & sxriited fn ~ background of most students.

‘Rice student and_you’ll md'tthe son.-

~social homogeneity
middle-class intellectual and economic

erms of its admmsxons pohcles-—»poh-f (Scratch

ons ;}amy 18 its laissez-faire outlook.
CItis ‘assumed that a number of reason-
'ib}y bright high school students will

tive categones are set, such as ratios
pf male to female, m-state to out-of-,

The outcome 1s_

ss picture a,nd Is ‘ad-.l_

; '4 hen' alma mater.

~ posed to the excellent publlc telations
- work of schools hke MIT, Cal Tech
‘and Case Instltute. Rice was - notably
absent in makmg_‘overtures to thls'
»'group ‘

Vhereas other great universities like
Harvard, Princeton, and Stanford place

~several admissions officers in the field

to look for the specific students those

universities need and to offer them

advice, admissions = information, and

- scholarships, Rice waits for students to

come to it.

4 Fund Commitments

This is a good system, but it is not
the best way to insure that the Uni-
versity receives its share of the most
talented students in the nation.

 Some efforts have been made in

 this area in the last year, notably a
- trip by Dr. Castaneda to the East coast.

But more commitment — especially of

funds because this is an expensive busi-

ness in which to compete—is needed.

Breaking down the omnipresent homo-
geneity of the Rice student body is a

vital necessity if we expect educational

diversity to develop here. It is apparent
that the present unimaginative curricu-
lum reflects the passwe desires of
most Rlce students _

Soclal Homogene:ty
The outstanding feature of Rlces
is the extremely

Most important, Rice should open its
admissions to lower socio-economic
groups, even at the expense of a few
points on the average SAT scores. In
a state which has a high concentration

~of Spanish-Americans, Rice should re-
~cruit a substantial number of the most

promising among such children.

Token Integration
The same indictment should be given
regardmg the token admission of Negro
students. At present, the best products
of the local Negro high schools leave
Houston for elite Northern schools. The

average WASP at Rice needs exposure

to a diversity of cultural, social, and
economic groups. Universities, including

“this ome, are places to learn about the

diversity of society, not places to look
at society in one’s own image.

Homogeneity is also apparent in the
students’ regional backgrounds. Al-
though changed somewhat in recent

years, the percentage of students ad-

mitted from Texas high schools is more
than 60 percent. This is conscious choice

of a regionalism which has been re-

Jected by most great. natmnal ‘universi-
ties.

Geographical Distribution
Rice, at worst, ought to admit the

type of students it desires academically,

without regard to home region. At best,
it should encourage diversity by biasing
admissions toward non-Southwesterners

“and by active recrultment m other re-

gions.

Fmally, Rlce

umni support ‘sin e middle class
children tend to stay in the middle class
d'seldom break into the income cate-
gories which permit real support of .

should undertake a
- major review of its cntena for admis-
Il sessions. ngh 'school grade averages. ‘and
: ftest scores ‘are: vahd cnt’ena, but they

ot succeed at Rice..

: extremely afhitrary Scores form, en
,undesu'ably ‘easy escape from the mar-

ginal decisions which take up most of
the admissions committee’s time. For

~ further distinction, marginal mathema-
~ tical distinctions could be totally disre-

garded and choices made on personality,

extracurricular activities and achieve- °

ments which show potential for future
creative development.




