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In my year as Student AssociationAssociation-
i

Association-
President

Association-
Presidenti President I have hadbaq theth opportunityopportunity-
toto gaingatn some insight into the essentialessential-
policy

essential-
T

essential-
policyT policyp licy commitmentcommitments which set the strucstrustrutstruc-

ture
stru-

ture
strut-

turetureture of the University In some of thesethese-

areas
these-

area
these-

areasareasareaareas I haveh ve mademad proposalspr posals for strucstrutstruc-

tural
struc-

tural
strut-

tural

=

tural changes but one year is barelybarel-
yJ

barel-
yi11Ji timetiin tolearnto i learlearn the outlines of universityuniversity-

policy1 < policypolicy
0

andnd to understand the leverslevers-

change
ofof-

Vf

of-

changeVf change With the hope that my effortsefforefforts-

v

efforts-

will
ss-

IilJv willIilJ not leaveIeave the university with meme-

I
mm-

i
mem-

efiIf have submitted the following critiquecritiqu-
et

critique-

f
critique-

sst off admissions policypolicy-

My

policy-

My

policy-

MyMy challengechal enge iss that if you agreeagree-

with
agragree-

a

ee-

witha withwith the ideas do somethingsometbing aboutabout-

them

about-
he

about-

themthemhe If you have better ideas whichwhich-

is
which-

is
1

is highlyhighly probableptobable express themthem-

Miss

them-

Miss

them-

MissMiss Coyner and others ofo her 11kIlk11-
kA

iIlk-

are
kk-

cAc are absolutely correct about the trivitrivi-
ality

trivi-

ality
trivi-

alityality of most studentt d nt government in thethe-
colleges

thth-

colleges
the-

collegescolleges and in the Student AssociationAssociation-
jBut

Association-
LBut

Associatio-
nButjButLButBut trivialty is not Inherent in the syssys-

tern
sys-

t
sys-

temterntemt n It isis the product of smallsmaH mindsminds-
unwilling

minds-

unwilJing
minds-

unwillingunwillingunwilJing to challenge the real probprob-
lems

prob-
lems

prob-
r

¬

r lemslemsatat this UniversityUniversit-

yff

University-

Ourff Our time here is limited so we shouldshould-
spend

should-
spend

should-
spendspend resources on major problemsproblems-

i

problems-
l

problems-

Students

problems-

Students

problems-

Students
< il

Students canan gaing in a great deal ofof-

respect
of-

respect
of-

respectrespect by demonstrating their concernconcern-
i

concernconcern-

I

concern-

rir with significantignificant matters rather thanthan-
with

than-
vi

than-
thewithvi th the petty concernscon erns which adminisadminis-

trators
adminis-

trators
adminis-

trators
=

trators are accustomedaccustoinedccusto ned to hear fromfrom-
students

from-
d

from-
studentsstudentsstudentsd nts andandtheirtheir representativesrepresentatives-

Admissions

representatives-

Admissions

representatives-

AdmissionsAdmissions PolicyPolicy-
The

Policy-
The

Policy-
TheThe tonetoneofof a university is set by itsits-

financial
its-

financial
its-

financialfinancial commitment to different dede-

partments
de-

partments
de-

partments
¬

partments its physical facilities itsits-

faculty
its-

faculty
its-

facultyfaculty and its admissions policy TheseThesThese-
factors

Thes-
factors

These-

factorsfactorsfactors areare interrelatedint rrelated and changes inin-

one

in-

one

in-

oneone policy area will have ramificationsramifications-
inin other areas and in theth overall strucstruc-
ture

struc-

t
struc-

ture
¬

turet re A great deal about undergraduateundergraduate-
education

undergradu-
ateIedu

undergraduate-
educationIedueducationation at Rice carrcan be explained inin-

terms
in-

terzs
in-

termstermsterzs of its admissions policiespoliciespolipoliciespo-
liJr

policiespoli-
cies

polipoli-

WlfWlfJr cies written or unwritten which propro-

duce
prpr-

of1f duceducetheihebe undergraduateundergraduatestudentIdergrld a stdstpdegtm tlPpytlPpyi-
th

bpbpdybpdy-

ls

yy-

withwithith which the university will workwork-

The

work-

I

work-

The
ls

I The essential aspectasp ct of RiceRicsRico admisadmis-
sions

admis-
dons

admis-
siona

¬

sionsdonssiona policy is its laissezfaire outlookoutlook-

ItIt is assumed that a number of reasonreason-
ably

reason-
ably

reason-
ably

¬

ably bright high school students willwill-
FF

apply each year fromlrom which annualannu l adad-
v

ad-

missions
dd-

missionsv missions quotas can be filled withoutwitlkoutwithout-
dipping

without-
dipping

witlkout-
dippingdipping deeply into marginal casescases-

Over

cases-

Over

cases-

OverOver this procedure certain quantitaquantita-
tive

quantita-
tivetive categories are set such as ratiosratios-
of

ratios-
bf

ratios-
of

<

ofbf male to female instate Joto outofoutof-
fate

outo-
ft

outofk-
5tk5> fatetate and scienceengineering to acaaca-

i
aca-

dem
aca-

decoi demdeco prospective students ThenThen thethe-
slots

the-
slots

the-
slotsslots in the matrix are filled with thethe-

applicants
the-

applicants
the-

applicantsapplicants available The outcome isis-

the
is-

the
is-

thethe Rice student bodybody-

Recruiting

body-

Recr

body-

RecruitingRecruitingRecr iting StudentsStudents-
r

Students-
This

Students-
Thisr w
This is theth gross picture and is adad-

mittedly
ad-

nittedlymittedlynittedly complicated by other factorsfactors-
like

factors-
like

factors-
ff like the annual overacceptance presumpresu-

ming
presum-

hng
presum-

ring
¬

inghngring a number of rejections and the inin-

fluence
in-

fl
in-

fluence
¬

fluencefl ence of earlyearJy acceptanceacceptance-

Within

acceptance-

Within

acceptance-

WithinWithin this structure a number ofof-

elements
of-

elements
of-

elementselements are detrimental to the UniUni-

versitys
Uni-

versitys
Uni-

versitys
¬

versitys best interestteresth Of course thisthis-
evaluation

this-
evaluation

this-
evaluationevaluation is based on assumptionsassumptions-
aboutabout the university and its underunder-
graduate

undunder-
graduate

rr-
graduate

¬

graduate student body which are notnot-
sn

not-

jn
not-

insnjnin accord with the specific views heldheld-
by

held-

by
held-

byby the Board members of the adminisdminisadminis-

tration
adminis-

tration
dmini-

sdtiontrationdtion or the AdmissionsAdmission CommitteeCommittee-

First

Committee-

First

Committee-

FirstFirst EiceRice should recruit the specificspecific-
types

specific-
types

specific-

typestypes of high school students it needsneeds-
The

needs-
The

needs-
TheThe athleticath tic departmentdepart ent does not just

wait for a certainerta number ofr footballfootbailfootball-

and
footbail-

and
football-

andand basketball players to apply andand-
then

and-
then

and-
thenthen select among them Should thethe-
academic

the-
academic

the-
academicacademic departments be denied thethe-

same
the-

same
the-

samesame privilegepriviegeprivilege-

Seeking

priviege-
I

privilege-

Seeking
I

Seeking the BestBest-
Most

Best-
Most

Best-
MostMost RiceRic students having beenbe n NaNa-

tional
Na-

tional
Na-

tional
¬

tional Merit Semifinalists are awareaware-
of

aware-
of

aware-
ofof the outstanding recruitment propro-

grams
pro-

grams
pro-

grams
¬

grams of schools like MichiganMichign StateState-
As

State-
As

State-
AsAs a Westinghouse Science TalentTalent-
Search

Talent-
Search

Talent-
SearchSearch winner I wasYas personally exex-

posed
ex-

poseq
ex-

posed
¬

posedposeq to the excellentexcell mt public relationsrelations-
work

relations-
work

relations-
workwork of schools like MITMITi Cal TechTech-
and

Tech-
and

Tech-
andand CaseCase Institutetnstitute Rice waswasnotablywasnotably-
absent

notablynotably-
absent

notably-
aqsentabsentaqsent in makingoverturesmaking ov rtures to thisthisg-
roup

tthisg-
roup

hi ss-

groupgroupgroup-

Whereas

group-

Whereas

group-

WhereasWhereas other great universitiesuniyersities likelike-

Harvard
like-

Harvard
like-

HarvardHarvard Princeton and Stanford placeplacplace-

several
plac-

several
place-

severalseveral admissions officers in the fieldfield-
to

field-

toto look for the specifics fic studentssfudents thosethose-
universities

those-
universities

those-
universitiesuniversities need and to offer themthem-
advice

them-
advice

them-
adviceadvice admissions informationinforznation andand-
scholarships

and-
scholarships

ndnd-

scholarshipsscholarships Rice waits for students toto-

come
to-

come
to-

comecome to it

Fund CommitmentsCommitments-
ThisThis is a good system but it is notnot-

the
not-

the
not-

thethe hestbest way to insure that the UniUni-

versity
Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬

versity receives4receives+ its share of the mostmost-

talented
most-

talented
most-

talentedtalented studentsstpdEmts inin thet e nationnation-

Some

nation-

Some

nation-

SomeSome efforts havenave been made iniiin-

this
in-

this
iit-

histhis area in the last year notablynotably-
trip

aa-

trip
aa-

triptrip bybyDrDr Castaneda to the East coastcoast-
But

cocoast-

But
stst-

ButBut more commitmentcommitmentespeciallyespecially ofof-

funds
of-

funds
of-

fundsfunds because thisthisisis an expensive busibus-
inessin

bus-
inessin

busi-
ness

¬

nessinness in which to competecompeteisis neededneeded-

Breaking

needed-

Breaking

needed-

BreakingBreaking down the omnipresent homohomo-
geneity

hhomo-
geneity

momo-

geneity
¬

geneity of the Rice student bodycody isis aa-

vital
a-

vital
a-

vitalvital necessity if wewe expect educationaleducational-
diversity

educational-
diversity

educational-
diversitydiversity to developvelopd here ItItisisi apparentapparent-
that

apparent-
that

apparent-
thatthatthat the present unimaginativeunimaginativ curricu1curricu1-
lum

curricu-
lum

curricucurricu-
lumlum reflecisreflects theththe passivep ssive desires ofof-

most
of-

mostRicestudents
<>ff-

mostmostmostRicestudentsmostRicestudents-

Social

RiceRic studentsstudents-

Social

students-

SocialSocial HomogeneityHomogeneity-
TheThe outstanding feature off RicesRices-

social
Rices-

social
Rices-

socialsocial homogeneity is theth extremelyextremely-
middleclass

extremely-
middleclass

extremely-
middleclassmiddleclass intellectual and economiceconomic-
background

economic-
backgrounq

economic-
backgroundbackgroundbackgrounq of most students ScratchScratch-
aa Rice student and youllyoul findithefndithefind the sonson-

of
son-

of
son-

ofof a technician a CPA or>r aa smallsmall-
me

smal-

lrt
small-

zfie
r

mertzfie 1 gnafttjrlafltM1L iafithV>wh < tewa9waposhedjII6pmhedpashedtoIi tojJtofi4o><io wellvel1vel1-

so
well-

so
ii-

BOBOso heh might somedayiom day comeco e toi Ricelii

This pattern of selecting studentsstudeptsstudents-
from

studepts-
from

students-
fromfrom homogeneous familyf mily backgroundsbackgrounds-
js

backgrounds-
is

backgro 1ds1ds-

SjsisS enforced by admissions standardsstandards-
andand needs to be broken both at thethe-

top
the-

top
the-

toptop and at the bottom Recruiting thethe-

sons
the-

sons
the-

sonssons of a few wealthyw althy families mightmight-
solve

might-
solve

might-
solvesolve the longstanding problem of lacklack-

of
lack-

of
lack-

ofof alumni support sincesin6e middle classclass-
children

class-
children

class-
childrenchildren tend to stay in the middle classclass-
and

class-
nd

class-
andandnd seldom break into the income catecate-

gories
cate-

gories
cate-

gories
¬

gories which permit real support ofof-

their
of-

t
of-

theirtheirt eir alma matermater-

Most

mater-

Most

mater-

MostMost important Rice shouldhould open itsits-

admissions
its-

admissions
its-

admissionsadmissions to lower socioeconomicsocioeconomic-
groupsgroups evenevenatat the expense ofofaa fewfew-

points
few-

points
few-

pointspoints on the average SAT scores InIn-

a
In-

a
In-

aa state which has a high concentrationconcentration-
ofof SpanishAmericans Rice should rere-

cruit
re-

cruit
re-

cruit
¬

cruit a substantial number of the mostmost-
promising

most-
romisi

most-
promisingpromisingromisi g among such childrenchildren-

Token

children-

Token

children-

TokenToken IntegrationIntegration-
The

Integration-
ThesameTheThesamesame indictment should be givengiven-

regarding
given-

regarding
given-

regardingregarding the token admission of NegroNegro-

students
Negro-

students
Negro-

studentsstudents At presentpr sent the best productsproducts-

of
pro uctsucts-

ofof the local Negro high schoolschools leaveleave-
Houston

leave-
Houston

leave-
HoustonHouston for elite Northern1forthern schools TheThe-

average
The-

average
The-

averageaverage WASP at Rice needs exposureexposure-
tototo a diversitydiv rsity of culturalultural social an4andan4-

economic
and-

economic
and-

economiceconomic groupsgroups Universities includingindudingincluding-

this
indudin-

ghis
including-

thisthishis one areareareJlacesplaces to learn about thethe-

diversity
the-

diversity
the-

diversitydiversity of society not places to looklook-

at
look-

at
look-

atat societyso iefy in ones own imageimage-

Homogeneity

image-

Homogeneity

image-

HomogeneityHomogeneity is also apparent in thethe-

students
the-

students
the-

studentsstudents regional backgroundskgroundsba AlAl-

though
Al-

though
Al-

though
¬

though changed somewhat in recentrecent-
years

recent-
years

recent-
yearsyears the percentage of students adad-

mitted
ad-

mitted
ad-

mitted
¬

mitted from Texas high schools is moremore-
than

more-
than

more-
thanthan 6060 percentJercent This is conscious choicechoice-

ofof a regionalism which hash s been rere-

jected
re-

jected
re-

jected
¬

jected by most greatnationalgreat ntionalnational universiuniversi-
ties

universi-
ties

universi-
ties

¬

ties

Geographical DistributionDistribution-
RiceRice at worst ought to admit thethe-

type
the-

typeof
the-

typeoftypetypeofof studentsststudents<ients it desires academically-
without

academically-
without

academicallycademicallYcademicallY-

withoutwithout regardregardtoto home region At bestbest-

it
best-

ititit shouldencourageshould encourage diversity by biasingbiasing-

admissions
biasing-

ad
biasing-

admissionsadmissionsad issions toward nonSouthwesternersnonSouthwesterners-
andand by active recruitmentcruitnientr in other rere-

gions
re-

gions
re-

gions
¬

gionsgions-

Finally

gions-

Finally

gions-

FinallyFinally Rice should undertake aa-

major
aa-

majormajor review of its criteria for admisadmi-
ssions

admis-
ions

admis-

eions
¬

sionseionsions HighRighi schools hool gradeiir de raveragesaveragesaverag s < andridand-

test
and-

test
rid-

ttestt st scores are valid criteriacriteri but theyt ey

have a limited effectivenesseffectivenss We cancan-
probably

can-
probably

can-
probablyprobably say that anyone with CEEBCEEB-
scores

CEEB-
scores

CEEB-
scoresscores over 750 should be admitted andand-

that
and-

that
and-

thatthat anyone under 55055 probablyprobabl willwill-

not
will-

not
will-

notnot succeed atat RiceRice-

But

Rice-

But

Rice-

ButBut further use of thesethes criteria isis-

extremely
is-

extremely
is-

extremelyextremely arbitrary Scores form anan-
undesirably

an-
undesirably

an-
undesirablyundesirably easy escape from the marmar-
ginal

mar-
ginal

mar-
ginal

¬

ginal decisions which take up most ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe admissions committees time ForFor-
further

For-
further

For-
furtherfurther distinction marginal mathemamathema-
tical

mathema-
tical

mathema-
ticaltical distinctions could be totally disredisre-
garded

disre-
garded

disre-
garded

¬

garded and choices made on personalitypersonality-
extracurricular

personality-
extracurricular

personality-
extracurricularextracurricular activitiesactivit es and achieveachieve-
ments

achieve-
ments

achieve-
ments

¬

ments which show potential for futurefuture-
creative

future-
creative

future-
creativecreative development


