F ACULTY SOUND-OFF

University Life As An End In Itself

Dr. Konstantin Kolenda, adthor of
the concluding article in this year's
Faculty Sound-Off series, is a well-
known campus figure.

A 1950 Rice graduate, Dr. Kolenda
received his Ph.D. from Cornell and
is now Associate Professor of Phil-
osophy.

He is a resident associate of Will
Rice College and has served as faculty
adviser to several student organizations
including the 196162 Senate.—Ed.
By KONSTANTIN KOLENDA

Philosophy Department

A student’s life is full of in-
sistent pressures. Classes, as-
signments, examinations, papers
make their incessant successive
claims on one’s time, energy,
emotion.

And if a college prides itself
on being tough, demanding—as
Rice is—one may seen fall into
a mood of a warrior fighting
off a relentless enemy. To be
sure, one keeps in mind the re-
wards at the end of the battle:
an honorable discharge from the
pursuit of higher education, a
sheepskin, perhaps a calling.
AND YET the day will come

for

whlch one moved 1mpercept1bly,
from being a hlgh school kid to
a bread-earner; head of a fam-
ily, a  professional man, with
many serious responsibilities
facing him daily. Only then one
may be able to see those mo-
ments of college days which
were not merely a preparation
life but also revealing
glimpses into life itself.

In fact, the joys of college
life are many. They are of difF
ferent kinds: intellectual, moral,
aesthetic,

ALONG WITH giving much
routine, pedestrian information,
the contact with intellectual dis-
cipline does have its high points,
Suddenly and unexpectedly one
is drawn into an admiring won-
derment—of a historical per-
sonage, an extraordinary hu-
man event, an ingenious flight
of fancy, a brilliant mathema-
tical proof, a daring scientific
hypothesis. !

An awareness may dawn upon

us that by contemplating the

BTV LT

kmd whlle m college is ‘& maJor
deprivation, perhaps never to
be made good.

The very fact of sharing the
learning experience with other
students and teachers gives it a
special dimension of communal,
moral joy. The reminiscences of
years to come will be mainly
anchored .in the faces of class-
mates, buddies, friends, “campus
characters.”

ONE WILL remember pro-
jects undertaken, problems
faced, pranks executed—in the
spirit of mutual ' co-operation
and loyal solidarity. “Together-
ness” need not always be a so-
ciologist’s category; it can name
a real joy.
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