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Thomas Explains Chapel Policy
SirSirII regret that Rice UniverUniver-

sity
Univer-

sity
Univer-

sity
¬

sity is undergoingoodergoing attack egeg-
Rice

eg-
Rice

eg-
RiceRice suffers from a sort of acaaca-

demic
aca-

demic
aca-

demic
¬

demic paranoia Samuel BB-

Trickey

B-

Trickey

B-

TrickeyTrickey Houston ChronicleChronicle-

Letters
Chronicle-

Letters
Chronicle-

LettersLetters November 7 19641964-

over
1964-

over
1964-

overover the shoulder of the facultyfaculty-
Committee

faculty-
Committee

faculty-
CommitteeCommittee on Religious ActivActiv-

ities
Activ-

ities
Activ-

ities
¬

ities especially at a time whenwhen-

Professor
when-

Professor
when-

ProfessorProfessor Niels Christian NeilNeil-

sen

Neil-

sen

Neil-

sensen who has been chairman ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe committee most of the timetime-

since
time-

since
time-

sincesince the chapel was dedicateddedicated-

isis not in residence I am not aa-

member

a-

member

a-

membermember of the committee butbut-

was
but-

was
but-

waswas at the time referred to inin-

recent
in-

recent
in-

recentrecent newspaper agitationagitation-
ToTo conductonduct a strictly nondenonde-

nominational
nonde-

nominational
nonde-

nominationalnominational chapelcl1apel programprogram-
and

program-
and

program-
andand to oversee any and all otherother-

religious
other-

religious
other-

religiousreligious activities on a strictlystrictly-
nondenominational

strictly-
nondenominational

strictly-
nondenominationalnondenominational campus hashas-

always
has-

always
has-

alwaysalways been the responsibilityresponsibility-
ofof the committeecommittee-

Concerted

committee-

Concerted

committee-

ConcertedConcerted AttackAttack-

InIn this responsibility it waswas-

subjected
was-

subjected
was-

subjectedsubjected to a concerted andand-

apparently
and-

apparently
and-

apparentlyapparently centrally directeddirected-

attack
directed-

attack
directed-

attackattack during the transitionaltransitional-
entreentre deux administrations acaaca-

demic
aca-

demic
aca-

demic

¬

demic year 19601961 NonmemNonmem-

bers
NNonmem-

bers
onmemonmem-

bersbers of the committee evenevenn-
onmembers

eveevenn-
onmembers

nn-

nonmembersnonmembers of the universityuniversity-
whowho had been extended thethe-

courtesy
the-

courtesy
the-

courtesycourtesy of offices on the camcam-

pus
cam-

pus
cam-

pus

¬

pus quite openly and directlydirectly-
participated

directly-
participated

directly-
participatedparticipated in the attackattack-

ItIt was disguised as a movemove-

to
move-

to
move-

toto eliminateliminate the nondenominanondenomina-
tional

¬

tional worship service in thethe-

chapel
the-

chapel
the-

chapelchapel this was the preciseprecise-

proposal
prprecise-

proposal
cisecise-

proposalproposal brought to us by memmem-

bers
mem-

bers
mem-

bers
¬

bers of the Student ReligiousReligious-

Council
Religious-

Council
Religious-

CouncilCouncil at a luncheon meetingmeeting-

inin Baker College howeverhoweverashoweveras-
Professor

asas-

Professor
as-

ProfessorProfessor Louis H1I11 MackeyMackey-

points

Mackey-

points

Mackey-

pointspoints out in a letter to thethe-

Chronicle
the-

Chr
the-

ChronicleChronicleChr ncle November 4 thethe-

real
the-

real
the-

realreal intention was to subvertsubvert-
the

subvsubvert-
the

rtrt-

thethe administration policy ofof-

nondenominational
of-

nondenominational
of-

nondenominationalnondenominational chapelscnapeIs andand-

to
and-

to
and-

toto institute a new policy thatthat-

each
that-

each
that-

eacheach chapel speaker be providprovid-

ed

¬

ed with a worship service apap-

propriate
ap-

propriate
ap-

propriate
¬

propriate to his heritage andand-

that
and-

that
and-

thatthat uncommitted speakers bebe-

allowedsic
be-

allowedsic
be-

allowedsicallowedsic to lecture in a secsee ¬

ular hall without benefit ofof-

clergy
o-

fc1ergyin
of-

clergyclergyc1ergyin=in other words thatthat-

the
that-

the
that-

thethe chapel be closed to allaU exex-

cept
ex-

cept
ex-

cept
¬

cept denominational worshipworship-
Right

worship-
Right

worship-
RightRight Side PrevailsPrevails-

The
Prevails-

The
Prevails-

TheThe issue was squarely joinedjoined-

Only
joined-

Only
joined-

OnlyOnly one side could possiblypossibly-

prevail
possibly-

prevail
possibly-

prevailprevail if I may not altogethaltogeth-
er

¬

er spoofingly say so the rightright-
side

right-
side

right-
sideside Once and for all the nonnon-

denominational
non-

denominational
non-

denominationaldenominational character of rere-

ligious
re-

ligious
re-

ligious
¬

ligious activities at our concon-

stitutionally
con-

stitutionally
con-

stitutionally
¬

stitutionally nondenominationalnondenominational-
university

nondenominational-
university

nondenominational-
universityuniversity was reaffirmedreaffirmed-

Professor
reaffirmed-

Professor
reaffirmed-

ProfessorProfessor Mackey may if hebehe-

choose
be-

choose
he-

choosechoose regard this policy as aa-

token

a-

token

a-

tokentoken that Rice is not yet oldold-

enough
old-

enough
old-

enoughenough or mature enough to bebe-

wholly
be-

wholly
be-

whollywholly objective about religionreligion-

II will not argue the definitiondefinition-
ofof objectiveobjectiveJ
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