Frosh Covered
D OWN+OWI’I Area

; By RICHARD DARILEK

'Friday night, October 27, will
‘add a new chapter to an estab-
lished but progressive Rice tra-
 dition. The chapter will deal with
an indomitable, everlasting school

classic—the annual Slime Parade.

If the freshmen guidance di-
rectors have done their jobs well,
each of their wards should have a
rough—very rough—idea of what
‘transpires in the way of fun and
games that eventful evening.

MAYBE THE frosh are even a
bit apprehensive ? To provide the
method in this madness and to

i
convince the modern freshman
that his lot is considerably better
that that of his predecessor, it
would seem appropriate to review
the history and origin of this
time-honored custom.

The earliest written records re-
lating to the first years of the
slime parade is a somewhat mys-
tic and foreboding article which
appears in a 1925 edition of The
Thresher. j

The author, shrouding his work
in an air of intrigue, described the
prime function of the slime pa-

the morbidly curious,” the com-

ing leather belts, wooden paddles
and the like.

A LATER chronicler describes
the result as “a natural flush on
the body of the vietim” brought
on in part by paint, in part by
“vigorously applied strokes.”

In those days, the parade gen-
erally formed in downtown Hous-
town, somewhere in the vicinity
of the old Humble building, and

origin down Main Street and to
the Rice Hotel where a monstrous
pep rally of the whole student

body was held.
+.-There, Tony Martino, Rice gar-

dener, delwered his famous foot-
(Continued on Page 8)

snake-danced from the point of

rade as “wholesale butchery for

mon weapons of the slaughter be-
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ball prophecies. An interested ob-
server described the freshmen as
being “daubed with red paint and
decorated with corsets, pillows,
lingerie and pajamas.”

FOLLOWING the rally, the
slimes were generally pandod

through the larger shops and |t

A

y g
slime parade was threaténed with
desruction but nevertheless, sup~
vived. In 1941 the war called @
halt to all such activities,

stores and across movie house | doc

stages during the feature, holdi

impromptu pep rallies all ong | the




