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Brito questions integration of workers into societvsociety
To the EditorEditor-

AA very real social and econecon-

omic
econ-

omic
econ-

omic
¬

omic problem does exist inin-

Starr
in-

Starr
in-

StarrStarr County Such problemsproblems-
however

problems-
h

problems-
howeverhoweverh wever cannot be solved untiluntil-
defined

until-
defined

until-
defineddefined and thetl e fullf ll implicaimplica-
tions

implica-
tions

implica-
tions

¬

tions of all proposed solutionssolutions-
considered

solutions-
considered

solutions-
consideredconsideredconsidered-

TheThe problem in Starr CountyCounty-
asas stated by the Thresher andand-

Miss
and-

Miss
and-

MissMiss Lewis of the AFLCIO isis-

as
ii-

as
is-

asas follows There are in thethe-

Rio
the-

Rio

the-

Rio> Rio GrandeG r an d e Valley 200000200000-
workers

200000-
workers

200000-
workersworkers not protected by fedfed-

eral
fed-

eral
fed-

eral
¬

eral minimummini num wageage laws earnearn-
ing

earn-
ing

earn-
ing

¬

ing between 5050 and 100 anan-

hour
an-

hour
an-

hourhour and working under condicondi-

tions
condi-

tions
condi-

tions
¬

tions that can best be describeddescribed-

asas primitiveIrimitiveprimitive-

These

Irimitive-

These

primitive-

TheseThese workers are uneducateduneducated-
less

uneducatedl-
essslesslesss than halfhaIr have finishedfinished-

the
finishe-

dthefifththethefifthfifth grade and one wouldwould-
assume

would-
assume

would-

assumeassume unemployable exceptxcept

why doesnt the ThresherThr iher waitwait-

until
wait-

until
wait-

untiluntil a worthwhile causeccauseuse apap-

pears
ap-

pears
ap-

pears
¬

pears before Issuingtheissuingatheissuing the callc lr toto-

arms
to-

arms
to-

armsarmsarms and stopstopcastigatingcastigating thosethose-

ofof usus who dont care for mobmob-

scenes

mob-

scenes

mob-

scenesscenes
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as unskilled labor The goalgoalasgoalas-
stated

asas-

stated
as-

statedstated by the Thresher is toto-

integrate
tt-

integrate
toto-

integrateintegrate the workers intointosodintosod-
iety

socsoc-

iety
soc-

iety
¬

iety and thus to enableenble themthem-
to

them-
toto achieve a better way of lifelife-

ie
life-

ie
life-

ieie educationducation adequate nutrinutri-
tion

nutri-
tion

nutri-
tion

¬

tion enfranchisement adequateadequate-
medical

adequate-
medical

adequate-
medicalmedical carecareare etcetc-

The

etc-

The

etc-

TheThe solution supported by thethe-
Thresher

the-
Thresher

the-
ThresherThresher is toto organizeorganiz thethe-

workers
the-

workers
the-

workersworkers into a union force thethe-
owners

the-
owners

the-
ownersowners to negotiate with thethe-
union

the-
union

the-
unionunion by meansmeans of a strike andand-
thus

and-
thus

and-
thusthus win a decent wagewagwage raterate-
for

rate-
for

rate-
forfor the workerworkerByBy implicationimplication-
they

implication-
theythey thus achieve the goal ofof-

integrating
of-

integrating
of-

integratingintegrating the workerw rker intointo-
society

into-
1S0ciety

into-
society J4J-

The

4-

The

society1S0cietysociety-

TheThe proposed solution howhow-
ever

hhow-
ever

ww-

ever
¬

everever maymay notn t be consistentconsistent-
with

consconsistent-
with

stentstent-
withwith the stated goalgoat To underunder-

stand
under-

stand
under-

stand
¬

stand the full implications ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe proposed solution oneone-

should
one-

should
one-

shouldshould bear in mind the followfollow-
ing

follow-
ing

follow-
ing

¬

ing

1 At the presentpresnt time prodprod-
uce

prod-
uce

prod-
uce

¬

uce from Mexico is importedimported-

toto the UnitedUnit d States Also atat-

the
at-

the
at-

thethe present time thereth re is concon-

siderable
con-

iderabl
con-

siderable
¬

siderableiderabl investment being mademade-
inin Mexico by American comcom-

panies
com-

panies
com-

panies
¬

panies such as Campbell SoupsSoups-

inin canning plants and otherother-
agricultural

other-
agricultural

other-
agriculturalagricultural enterprises

ThisT s implies that the prodprod-
uction

prod-
uction

prod-
uction

¬

uction in Mexico of produce andand-
related

and-
related

and-
relatedrelated goods for the American-
market

American-
market

Americanfmericanfmerican-
markmarketmark t can andan probablypro1iably will inin-

crease
in-

crease
in-

crease
¬

crease It also appears not toto-

be
to-

be
to-

bebe in the interest of UnitedUnited-
States

United-
States

United-
StatesStates foreign policy visavisvisavis-
the

Visavis-
thethe Alliance for Progress toto-

restrict
to-

restrict
to-

restrictrestrict theimportationtheimportationtheimport tion into thethe-
United

the-
UnIted

the-
UnitedUnited States 6fbfof agriculturalagriculturalc-

ohimodities
agragriculturalc-

ommodities
cultualcultualc-

opimoditiescohimoditiescopimoditiescommodities

2 The production of produceproduce-
and

produc-
endandnd otheroth r truck cropscrops is veryvery-
labor

yeryer-

labor
very-

laborlabor intensive that is to saysarsay-
that

sar-
that

say-
thatthat aa very large portion ofof-

their
of-

their
of-

theirtheir cost cancan be imputed toto-

labor
to-

labor
to-

laborlabor As a rule they do notnot-
require

not-
require

not-
requirerequire thethetthetuseuse of such fixedfixed-
factors

fixed-
factors

fixed-
factorsfactors as vineyards and orchorch-
ards

orch-
rds

orch-
ards

¬

ardsrdsards-

This

ards-

This

rds-

ThisThis means that unlike CaliCali-

fornia
Cali-

fornia
Cali-

fornia
¬

fornia where the substantialt1 stantial inin-

vestment
in-

vestment
in-

vestment
¬

vestment in vineyards preventprevent-
ed

¬

ed the grape growers fromfrom-
shifting

from-
shifting

from-
shiftingshifting to alternatealternat crops thethe-
growers

the-
growers

the-
growersgrowers in the Rio Grande ValVal-

ley
Val-

ley
Val-

ley
¬

ley can if thehe price of LaborLabor-
goes

Labor-
goes

Labor-
goesgoes up shift to less labor inin-

tensive
in-

tensive
in-

tensive
¬

tensive crops

3 Cereals are a capitalapital ratherrather-
than

rather-
than

rather-
thanthan labor intensive crop TheThe-
Rockefeller

The-
Rockefeller

The-
RockefellerRockefeller Foundation has dede-

veloped
de-

velop
de-

veloped
¬

velopedvelop d hybrid cerealscere ls that cancan-

be
can-

be
can-

bebe grown in the Valley TheThe-

world
The-

world
The-

worldworld demand for cereals isis-

strong
is-

strong
is-

strongstrong and is expected to inin-

crease
in-

crease
in-

crease
¬

crease The large cereal surplussurplus-
ofof a11 few years ago no longerlonerlonger-
exists

lonere-

xists
longer-

existsexistsexists-

Thus

exists-

Thus

exists-

ThusThus if it is possible to orgorg-

anize
org-

anize
org-

anize
¬

anize the workerswork rs and force anan-

increase
an-

increase
an-

increaseincrease in the wage rate thethe-
growing

the-
growing

the-
growinggrowing ofo produce willwiII becomebecome-
less

become-
less

become-
lessless profitable unless theth priceprice-
of

price-
ofproduceofproduceofproduce increases If the freefree-
importation

free-
importation

free-
importationimportation of produceprodue fromfrom-
Mexico

from-
Mexico

from-
MexicoMexico prevents the domesticrdomesticrdomestic-
price

domestic-
price

domestic-
priceprice from fisingrising it will bebe-

very
be-

very
be-

veryvery likelylik y thathatt theih growersgrowers-
will

growers-
will

growers-
willwill shift from < productprpdut to lesslesless-
fabprintensive

les-

r
less-

laborrintensiver fabprintensivelaborrintensivelabol > mtensive crops ieieceriecera-
ls

ieAcerieAcer-
eals

cercer-

ealsealsals andaridaI the end result willviIlwill-

be
will-

be
viIl-

bebe massmmassss unemployment in thethe-
Valley

the-
Valley

the-
ValleyValleyValley-

This

Valley-

This

Valley-

ThisThis is clearlylearly inconsistentinconsistent-
withwith the stated goal of integratintegrat-
ing

integrat-
lig

integrat-
ing

¬

inglig the workers into society asas-

this
as-

this
as-

thisthis integration has been dede-

fined
de-

fined
de-

fined
¬

fined by the Thresher as predipredi-
cated

predi-
ated

predi-
cated

¬

catedated onQn a decent standardstand rd ofof-

living
of-

living
of-

livinglivingliving-

Unfortunately

living-

Unfortunately

living-

UnfortunatelyUnfortunately I can suggestsuggest-
no

sugges-
tnnonno otherother short run solution toto-

the
to-

theln
to-

thethethelnproblemblem Thefh key to solvingsolving-
the

sosolving-

the
vingving-

thethe problemprobleniisis transforming aa-

large
a-

larg
a-

large= largelarg mass ofjunskilledofunskilledof laborlabor-
into

labor-
into

labor-
intointo productiveprod 1 tive members5membersmemb rs ofof-

r

of-

sbciety
ff-

sbcietyr scietysbciety and I know ofoi noDO shortshort-
run

sho-
rtn

short-
runrunn way to do soso-

Howeyer
so-

However

so-

HoweverHoweyerHowever I feel that unlessunless-
the

unless-
the

unless-
thethe Thresher editorial staff acac-

cepts
ac-

cept
ac-

ceptsthe
¬

ceptsceptceptsthethe HegelianHegeli n idea that allall-

change
all-

chang
all-

changechangechang must be for the betterbetter-
then

better-
then

better-
thenthen perhaps theytl y should concon-

sider
con-

sider
con-

sider
¬=

sider all implications of theirtheir-
recommended

their-
recommended

their-
recommendedrecommended solution beforebefore-
they

before-
they

before-
theythey attempt to lead the RiceRicRice-

student
Ric-

student
Rice-

studentstudent body in a crusadecrusade-
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