Durham supports editorial inviolabi lity of Thresher

To the editor:

To your reply to Miss Me-
Gill’s letter in the Oct. 27
edition, T can only say “Amen.”

It might be added that the
Thresher’s slogan, “An All-
Student Newspaper,” is more
a reflection of student con-
trol of the Thresher than of
‘the Thresher’s efforts to please
all the students at Rice.

The student press at Rice has
- operated for its entire history
with a volunteer staff and with-
out negative sanction or prior
censorship from the University
administration. Of this the

Thresher and the .Umvens1ty

can be justly prond.
- No newspaper, from ‘the New
- York Times to the Houston

Post, consxstently pleases all its
readers. And if ] b ¢
be suspicious that

operates? Where else, with the
occasional sad exceptio of a

state school, is a press so free.

from institutional control which

‘breeds a paralyzing consensus?

The Thresher shares  the
faults and the virtues of most

-editor is still
-student body vote.

student presses. It is mnone

the less a vital part of the

University process. And its
chosen by a.

JOHN DURHAM
‘Wiess 66



