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Reflections for freshmenfreshmen-
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In an age increasingly dominateddominated-

byby the progress of nuclear sciencescience-

the
science-

the
science-

thethe achievements of space tech-

nology
tech-

nology
techtech-

nology
¬

nology and the marvels of automa-
tion

automa-
tion

automaautoma-
tion

¬

tion of all kinds entering univer-
sity

univer-
sity

univeruniver-
sity

¬

sity studentsandstudents and others also-

might
also-

might
alsoalso-

mightmight well ask why they should be-

expected
be-

expected
bebe-

expectedexpected to devote themselves with-

much
with-

much
withwith-

muchmuch care or concern to a subject-
which

subject-
which

subjectsubject-
whichwhich to all intents and purposes-
seems

purposes-
seems

purposespurposes-
seemsseems to have little use or rele-

vance
rele-

vance
relerele-

vance
¬

vance for the world in which theythey-
expect

they-
expect

they-
expectexpect to live It is a good and per-

tinent
per-

tinent
perper-

tinent
¬

tinent question It deserves to be-

answered
be-

answered
bebe-

answeredanswered and I should like to sug-

gest
sug-

gest
sugsug-

gest
¬

gest some possible answers here-

Let

here-

Let

herehere-

LetLet me say at the outset thatthat-

II believe that historyourhistory our knowl-

edge
knowl-

edge
knowlknowl-

edge
¬

edge and study of the pastispastisa-
nd

past isis-

andand must be something intensely-

personal
intensely-

personal
intenselyintensely-

personalpersonal and that there may well-

be
well-

be
wellwell-

bebe some historians even some ofof-

my
of-

my
of-

mymy colleagues who will disagree-

with
disagree-

with
disagreedisagree-

withwith what I have to say here ButBut-

II would hope that we couldcou1d all-

agree
all-

agree
allall-

agreeagree upon the importance of his-

torical
his-

torical
hishis-

torical
¬

torical study and upon the im-

portance
im-

portance
imim-

portance
¬

portance of making it in all pos-

sible
pos-

sible
pospos-

sible
¬

sible ways as meaningful as we-

can
we-

can
wewe-

cancan to all students of ththe past-

YOURg

past-

young
pastpast-

youngyoungYOURg and old beginner and grad-
uate

grad-

uate
gradgrad-

uate
¬

uateuate-

In

uate-

In

uate-

InIn answering the question-
W

question-
Whyy

questionquestion-
WhyWWhyWhyyyhiBthistoryy perhaps the first-

thing
first-

thiflg
firstfirst-

thingthingthiflg ffor the hhistorianhietoriantot fm to do is to-

avoW

to-

avoid
toto-

avoidavoidavoW the pardonablepardoaab1e temptationtemptation-
toto clclaimim too much for1or his subjec-

tt

subject-

s

subject

st

There is really no need for him-
to

him-
to

himhim-
toto do so Perhaps the second thingthing-
for

thing-
for

thing-
forfor him to do therefore is to stress-
the

stress-
the

stressstress-
thethe things that history cannot do-

and
do-

and
dodo-

andand cannot be expected to do-

For
do-

For
dodo-

ForFor instance History will not save-

the
save-

the
savesave-

thethe world A knowledge of the past-
will

past-
will

pastpast-
willwill not make people richer or-

happier
or-

happier
oror-

happierhappier it may indeed have a-

very
a-

very
aa-

veryvery depressing effect It will not-

make
not-

make
notnot-

makemake them social successes In-

short
In-

short
InIn-

shortshort it has really none of thethe-
obvious

the-

obvious
the-

obviousobvious advantages of say the-

natural
the-

natural
thethe-

naturalnatural and biological sciences-
More

sciences-
More

sciencessciences-
MoreMore important yet history is a-

cumulative
a-

cumulative
aa-

cumulativecumulative not a predictive sub-

ject
sub-

ject
subsub-

ject
¬

ject History never repeats itself-
only

itself-
only

itselfitself-
onlyonly historians do Moreover his-

torians
his-

torians
hishis-

torians
¬

torians cannot recreate the past-

they
past-

they
pastpast-

theythey can only reconstruct it-

something
it-

something
itit-

somethingsomething very different FinallyFinally-

asas in the case of the sciences-

though
sciences-

though
sciencessciences-

thoughthough for somewhat different-
reasons

different-
reasons

differentdifferent-
reasonsreasons some of its most import-

ant
importimport-

ant
¬

ant problems remain unanswered-
generations

unanswered-
generations

unansweredunanswered-
generationsgenerations even centuries after-
the

after-
the

afterafter-
thethe event Why for instance the-

decline
the-

decline
thethe-

declinedecline of the mighty Roman Em-

pire
Em-

pire
EmEm-

pire
¬

pire Why the disintegration of-

Christian

of-

Christian
ofof-

ChristianChristian unity in the sixteenth-
century

sixteenth-
century

sixteenthsixteenth-
centurycentury Why the failure ofthe-
Western

the-

Western
thethe-

WesternWestern democracies to resist the-

NazI
the-

Nazi
thethe-

NaziNazi tyranny until it was almost-

too
almost-

too
almostalmost-

tootoo late It is not too much to-

L

to-

say
toto-

sayL say that we know a great deal-

more
deal-

more
dealdeal-

moremoremore about all of these historic-
queations

historic-

questions
historichistoric-

questionsquestionsqueations than was known at the-
Continued

the-
Continued

thethe-
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Those who do not remember the oastDastpast
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time
1-

time
1-

timetime these events occurred YetYet-

itit is also true that the ultimateultimate-
answers

ultimate-
an

ultimate-
answersanswersan wers to these questions StillStill-

evade
6still-

evade
i1li1-

levadeevade us and perhaps alwaysalways-
will

always-
will

always-

willwill ThisThi suggests8ug ts somethingsomething-
of

aoro inging-

ofof the enormousenoJmousenormous difficultydifficuity ofotof-

historical
ot-

historica
of-

historicalhistoricalhistorica studies but also ofof-

the
of-

the
of-

thethe magnitude of the questionsquestions-
withwith which they are at bestbest-
confronted

best-
confronted

best-
confrontedconfrontedconfronted-

Having
confronted-

Having
confronted-

HavingHaving thus far stressed thethe-

difficulties
the-

difficulties
the-

difficultiesdifficulties of our discipline letlet-

me
let-

me
let-

meme now pass on to its more posiposi-

tive
pos-

itiveand
pos-

itiveand
¬

tivetiveandand I think more importimport-
ant

impor-
tantfeatures

impor-
tantfeatures

¬

antantfeaturesfeatures Perhaps the firstfirst-
point

first-
point

first-
pointpoint to be madem de in this regardregard-

and
regard-

and
regard-

andand it is one that every stustu-

dent
stu-

dent
stu-

dent
¬

dent of history old and newnew-

rnust
new-

fri
new-

triiustfritriiustrnustu t recognizerecognizeisis that historyhistor-
yi

history-
isi1is not a dead closedlosed and finfin-

dished
fin-

ished
fin-

isheddishedished subject only professorsprofessors-
andand graduategr duate students somesome-

times
some-

trmes
some-

times
¬

timestrmes make it seem that wayway-

Present
way-

Present
way-

PresentPresent and PastfastVastPast-
Croce

fast-
Croce

Vast-
CroceCroce in a memorable phrasephrase-

many
phrase-

many
phrase-

m>manym ny years ago remarked thatthat-
all

that-
aUhIstory

tha-
tfallfallallaUhIstoryhistory Isrs contemporaryconterhporarycontempo ry hishis-

gory
his-

I4OrygoryI4Orydory Byy this he mfeantromcantIantIJhtnkantIJhtnkt-
wo

thinkthink-
two

think-
twotwo thingsthirigs In the first placeplace-

that
plac-

efihatas
place-

ffihatasfthat=ass every geologist wellweUwell-

knows
weU-

kn
wel-

lknowstheknowsknknowsthewsthethe past isfs a seamlessseamless-
web

seamless-
web

seamless-
webweb thathat iti has no fixedfixoo begin-
ing

begin-
ing

beginbegin-
inging and no fixedfixffixgd<J endendthatendthatt-
here

thatthat-
there

that-
therethere is an ever present and concon-

tinuing
con-

tinuing
con-

tinuing
¬

tinuing relationship betweenbetween-
past

betwebetwe-
past

between-
pastpast and present Hene also1so meantmeant-
that

meant-
that

meant-
thatthat wew can achieve aa betterbetter-
derstanding

unun-
derstanding

un-

derstanding
¬

derstanding of the past byby-

achieving
by-

achieving
by-

achievingachieving a better understandundentanunderstand-
ing

understand-
frig

<ll-

i
¬

ingfrigi g of the present Off coursecourSe jtitjt-

is
it-

iliisili19 entirely improper and uniinun-

historical
un-

ilit
iin-

historicalhistoricalilit rical to read the purposespurposes-
and

J11tpOseSpuiposespuiposes-
and

>11tpOse-
Sandand motivesmQUves of our own timestimes-
Into

timtimes-
Into

88-

1ntoInto1nto those past though thisthia fsisfs-

not
is-

not
is-

notnot an infrequent practicepractic eveneven-
t

even-
jheee

event-
tiheeethWjheeettiheee> days But there are nono-

doubt
no-

doubt
no-

doubtdoubt alsoalSQ many1many aspects of ourourrour-
own

ourr-

own
urur-

oowno timese whichwhlcJ1 carefullya nr concon-

sidered
con-

eidered
onon-

ldered
¬

sideredlderedeidered give us a better underunder-
etanding

under-
tanding

under-

ptandingetandingtandingptanding of the experience ofo-
fpst

of-

past
of-

past> pstpast generationsgene t1ons If therefore

the past can help us to underunder-
stand

under-
stand

under-
stand

¬

stand better the world in whichwhich-
wewe liveliye a better understandingunderstanding-
ofof our world can also contributecontribute-
toto our knowledge of the pastpast-

Does
past-

h

past-
Doesh Does HistoryUistoryTtach1HistoryTeachtUistoryTtach1-

It
HistoryTeacht-

It
TeachTeach-

ItIt ought to be said at onceonce-

that
once-

that
once-

thatthat this is not a vievfviewvieV of pastpast-
and

past-
and

past-
andand present that is shared by allal1all-

historians
al1-

historians
all-

historianshistorians To many historianshistorians-
thethe idea that history has anyany-
thing

any-
thing

any-
thing

¬

thing to teach us is anathema-
Following

anathema-
Following

anathemaanathema-
FollowingFollowing the secondecond world warwar-
one

war-
one

war-
oneone leading German universityuniversity-
banned

university-
banned

university-
bannedbanned all historical theses onon-

subjects
on-

subjects
on-

subjectssubjects after 1850 One distindistin-
guished

distin-
guished

distin-
guished

¬

guished scholar I know believedbelieved-

that
believed-

that
believed-

thatthat history waswwass just so manymany-
points

many-
points

many-
pointspoints on an examinationexamination-
many

examinationsoexaminationso-
many

soso-

manymany forfQr one Irish Land Act soso-

many
so-

many
so-

manymany points for another ThisThis-
isis not history at all of coursecourse-

itit is obscurantism at itsitsstiflingitsstifling-
worst

stiflingstifling-
worst

stifling-
worstworstworst-

History
wors-

tUltory
worst-

HistoryHistoryUltory at its best is somesome-
thing

some-
thing

some-
thing

¬

thing very different It is MenMen-

and
Men-

and
Men-

andand Politics War and DiploDiplo-
macy

Diplo-
macy

Diplo-
macy

¬

macy Culture and SocietySociety-

Ideas
Society-

Ideas
Society-

IdeasIdeas and Institutions It is asas-

big
as-

big
as-

bigbig and encompassing as all of

life and civilizationeivilization itselfitself-
InIn one sense of course hishis-

tory
his-

tory
his-

tory
¬

tory is basically and essentiallyessentially-
political

essentially-
political

essentially-
politicalpolitical That is also what givesgives-
jt

give-
st

gives-

itjtitt so muchuch of its interest andand-

appeal
and-

a
and-

apyappealaapy eaT 1 Historyi t9Ytprlyiimisi simplyimp pastpast-
politics

astassast-
ol

ass-

politicspoliticsol s a fatriqus1airiquSfamous Englishngnshnglish hishis-

torran
his-

torian
hi-

storntorrantorntorian once remarkedremarlled He waswas-
quite

was-
quite

was-
quitequite rightrightinin a way It hashas-

long
has-

long
has-

longlong puzzled me therefore thatthat-
many

that-
many

that-
manymany undergraduate studentsstudents-
who

students-
whowho were in many ways soso-

acutely
so-

acutely
so-

acutelyacutely conscious and alert toto-

all
to-

all
to-

allall the conflictconfiict and turmoil inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe world aroundarollnd them acaaca-

demic
aca-

demic
aca-

demic
¬

demic athletic and politicalpolitical-

often
political-

often
political-

oftenoften seemed quite incapable of

working up any real interestinterest-
and

interest-
and

interest-
andand enthusiasm for the greatgreat-
conflicts

great-
conflicts

great-
conflictsconflicts of the pastpastasas if thesethese-
had

these-
had

these-
hadhad either been resolved in oneone-

fashign
on-

ef8h
one-

fashionfashignfashionf8h QI or another or for otherother-
reasons

other-
e

othe-
rrunsreasonsrunse s noYQJolpngerjadion er had annj relrel-

evanceor
rel-

evance ll-
evanceevanceorevanceevance Jordor meaningmeanmg toto ourour ownown-

time
own-

tim
own-

timetimetim ItJt sems to me thereforetherefore-
that

therefore-
that

therefor-
ethatonethatthatoneone ofot the principal taskstasks-
ofof the historian at the presentpresent-
time

present-
time

present-
timetime is to reestablish tf inin-

Croces
in-

Croces
in-

CrocesCroces senseselllSethesensethethe relationshiprelatioshiprelationship-
between

relatioshipb-
etween

relatio shipship-
betweenbetween past and present ButBut-
this

But-
this

But-
thisthis is notnotletriotletlet me hasten toto-

add
t-

oaada
t-

oaadaaddaadaa goal that historians cancan-

hope
can-

hope
can-

hopehope totoachieveachieve alonealRe ThisTh l is aa-

Continued
a-

Continued
a-

ContinuedContinued on Page 8



What relevancereevance has theth pstpastt to the present
Continued fromfro PagePapPa e 717-

vital
7-

vital
1-

vitalvital relationship that allaU stustdstu-
dents

std-
dents

tt-
dents

¬

dents of historyhi ory mustust jearnlearn1ea toto-

understandand
to-

understand
to-

understandunderstandandunderstand and to bebe continualcontinuatcontinual-
ly

continuat-
ly

¬

ly aware of throughouttnroughout theirtheir-
historical

their-
historical

their-
historicalhistorical studiesstudies-

Personal
studies-

Persona
studies-

PersonalPersonalPersona JudgmentJudgment-

And

Judgment-

AndAnd with that I come to whatwhat-
isis reallyreal1y the central point ofof-

these
of-

these
of-

thesethese remarks Everything II-
have

I-

have
I-

havehave said thus far has beenbeen-
predicated

been-
predicated

eeneen-

predicatedpredicated on one further stepstep-
the

step-
the

step-
thethe assumption ofpersonalpersonalofof rsonal judgjudg-
ment

judg-
Dent

judg-
ment

¬

mentDent I realizerea1ize ofo course thatthat-
this

that-
this

that-
thisthis Is an enormously controvercontrover-
sial

¬

sial point among many historhistor-
ians

histor-
ians

histor-
ians

¬

ians and has been so60 for manymany-
generations

many-
generations

many-
generationsgenerations On the other handhand-
itit seems to me that whateverwhatever-
historians

whatever-
historians

whatever-
historianshistorians have written on thethe-

principle
the-

principle
the-

principleprinciple of historical objectivobjectiv-
ity

¬

ity per se the doctrine of perper-
sonal

per-
sonal

per-
sonal

¬

sonal judgmentjudgmentoror interpretainterpreta-
tion

interpret-
ationhas

interpret-
ationhas

¬

tiontionhashas become firmly estabestab-
lished

estab-
lished

estab-
lished

¬

lished in historical writing ItIt-

seems
It-

seems
It-

seemsseems to me therefore thatthat-
Gaetano

that-
Gaetano

that-
GaetanoGaetano Salvemini was quitequite-
right

quite-
right

quite-
rightright when he wrote once thatthat-

the
that-

the
that-

thethe essence of history is judgjudg-
ment

judg-
ment

judg-
ment

¬

ment and that Carl BeckerBecker-
the

Becker-
the

Becker-
thethe famous Cornell historianhistorian-
waswas quite right also when he rere-

marked
re-

marked
re-

marked
¬

marked in a famous addressaddress-
that

address-
that

address-
thatthat Everyman was and oughtought-
toto be his own historianhistorian-

Now
historian-

Now
historian-

NowNow there will be some hishis-

torians
his-

torians
his-

torians
¬

torians perhaps who will apap-

prove
ap-

prove
ap-

prove
¬

prove of this doctrine whenwh n apap-

plied
ap-

p1ied
ap-

plied
¬

pliedp1ied to the august pages of thethe-
American

the-
American

the-
AmericanAmerican Historical ReviewReview-

but
Review-

but
Review-

butbut will look askance at univeruniver-
sity

univer-
sity

univer-
sity

¬

sity students expressing theirtheir-
own

their-
own

their-
ownown historical judgmentjudgmentTherejudgmentThere-
will

ThereThere-
willwill also be some students whowho-

having
who-

having
who-

havinghaving been reared on a diet ofof-

factual
of-

factual
of-

factualfactual history will find thisthis-
kind

this-
kind

this-
kindkind of interpretative historyhistory-
both

history-
both

history-
bothboth uncongenial and uninteruninter-
esting

uninte-
reting

uninter-
esting

¬

estingeting They would much preferprefer-
not

prefer-
not

prefer-
notnot to have to come to any concon-

clusions
con-

clusions
con-

clusions
¬

clusions about say MachiavelliMachiavelli-

oror Louis XIV or Bismark TheyThey-
would

They-
wo

They-
wouldwouldwo M muchm h prefer to concenconce-
ntrate

cconcenconcen-

trate
ncenncen-

trate
¬

trate on the details of whatwhat-

these
what-

these
what-

thesethese men did than to have toto-

wrestle
to-

wrestle
to-

wrestlewrestle on their own with thethe-
meaning

the-
meaning

the-
meaningmeaning of their deedsdeeds-

AH

deeds-

All

deeds-

AllAHAll Opinions Not EqualEqual-

This
Equal-

This
Equal-

ThisThis is not to say of courseCOU15ecourse-
that

COU15-

ethat
course-

thatthat snap historical judgmentsjudgments-
cancan be tolerated they are dede-

plorable
de-

plorable
de-

plorable
¬

plorable in freshmen and PresiPresi-

dential
Presi-

dential
Presi-

dential
¬

dential candidates alike I amam-

sure
am-

sure
am-

suresure that neither Becker nornor-
Salvemini

nor-
Salve

nor-
SalveminiSalveminiSalve mini for a moment thoughtthought-
that

thought-
that

thought-
thatthat personal judgment shouldshould-

bebe permitted to lead to wildwild-
flights

wild-
flights

wild-
flightsflights of imaginationimaginationegeg thethe-

French
the-

French
the-

FrenchFrench Revolution was tausedesusedtaused-
by

esused-
by

dd-

byby Freemasons Britain was rere-

sponsible
re-

sponsible
re-

sponsible
¬

sponsible for the second worldworld-

war
world-

war
world-

warwar FDR incitedin ited the JapaneseJapanese-
intointo bombing Pearl HarborHarbor-
They

Harbor-
They

Harbor-
TheyThey believedbe1ieved that beyond thethe-

basic
the-

basic
the-

basicbasic questions of fact thethe-
Declaration

the-
Declaration

the-
DeclarationDeclaration of IndependenceIndependence-
waswas signed on July 4 1776 thethe-

First
the-

First
the-

FirstFirst World War began on AuAu-

gust
Au-

gust
Au-

gust
¬

gust 4 1914 the Munich concon-

ference
con-

ference
con-

ference
¬

ference took place on September
293019382930 1938thethe most importantimportant-
andand most meaningful questionsquestions-
could

question-
scouldand

question-
scouldandcouldcouldandand shouldshouldinin the endend-

be

end-

be

end-

bebe answered by every individualindividual-
inin his own wayway-

The

way-

The

way-

TheThe TestTest-

The
Test-

The
Test-

TheThe real test of historicalhistorical-
comprehension

historical-
comprehension

historical-
comprehensioncomprehension then it seems toto-

me

to-

me

to-

meme comes not in the mindlessmindless-
mechanical

mindless-
mechanicat

mindless-
mechanicalmechanicalmechanicat recitationrecitatIortrecitation of factualtactualfactual-
detail

tactual-
detail

factual-
detaildetail but In the interpretativeinterpretative-
arrangement

interpretative-
arrangement

Interpretative-
arrangementarrangement of this detaild t1n into

a mmeaningfulllni 1gfu patternattern Thisnis inin-

deed
in-

deed
in-

deeddeed is theth final testtestofhistortestofhistori-
cal

testofof historhistoihistor-
ical

histoi-
ical

¬

ical understandingunclerstanding to what ex-

tent
ex-

tent
exex-

tent
¬

tent arel1re the studentsstudent judgmentsjudgments-
his

judgment-
shihishi own carefully thought outout-

supported
out-

sUJ

out-

supportedsupportedsUJ or1ed and developed andand-
to

and-
to

and-
toto what extentextent are they merelymerely-

thethe rote repetition of receivedreceived-
information

rereceived-
Information

eivedeived-

infoinformationinformation-
Having

info ation tIt-
Having

I-

HavingHaving said all this therether rere-

mains
re-

ma
re-

mains
¬

mainsma ns one gnawing problemproblem-
Can

problem-
Can

problem-

CanCan we putpu our historical knowkriowknow-
ledge

know-
ledge

kriow-
ledge

¬

ledge to any constructive useuse JnInJn-

the
In-

the
in-

thethe present and if so how isis-

this
is-

this
is-

thisthis to be accomplished t TheThe-

case
The-

case
The-

casecase for the negative was statedstated-
most

stated-
most

stated-
mostmost powerfully by FriedrichFriedrich-
Nietzsche

Friedrich-
Nietzsche

Friedrich-
NietzscheNietzsche almostalmc >st a hundredhundred-
years

hundred-
years

hundred-
yearsyears ago when he said thethe-

only
the-

only
the-

onlythingonlyonlythingthing we learn from hishis-

tory
his-

tory
his-

torytory is that we learn nothingnothing-
from

nothing-
fromfromfrom history There is unforunfor-
tunately

unfor-
tunately

unfor-
tunately

¬

tunately much in the historyhistoryofhistoryof-
the

ofof-

the
of-

thethe modern world our ownown-

times
own-

times
own-

timestimes included to prove himhim-

right
him-

right
him-

rightright Yet to accept his verdictverdict-
asas permanent and irrevocableirrevocable-
would

irrevocable-
would

Irrevocable-
wouldwould be to condemn our knowknow-
ledge

know-
ledge

know-
ledge

¬

ledge of things past to littlelittle-
more

little-
more

little-
moremore than intellectual ballastballast-

Does
ballast-

Does

ballast-
DoesDoes History Repeat-

George
RepeatRepeat7Repeat7-

George

Repeat-

GeorgeGeorge SantayanaSant yana once rereore-

marked
reo-

marked
re-

marked
¬

marked that those who do notnot-

remember
not-

remember
not-

rememberremember the past are condemncondemn-
ed

¬

ed to repeat its mistakes II-
think

I-

think
I-

thinkthink that most people wouldwould-
agree

would-
agree

would-
agreeagree with that most heartilyheartily-
andand there will be few in thesethese-

troubled
these-

troubled
these-

troubledtroubled days who will supportsupport-
thethe proposition that what wewe-

know
we-

know
we-

knowknow cannot help us But whatwhat-

isis it in the experience of modernmodemmodern-

or
modem-

oror earlier times that is of meanmean-
ing

mean-
ing

mean-
ing

¬

ing and relevanceTel vanre to our ownown-

It
own-

It
77-

ItIt is precisely here that the facfac-

tor
fac-

tor
fac-

tor
¬

tor of personal judgment bebe-

comes
be-

comes
be-

comes
¬

comes most important indeedindeed-

inescapable
indeed-

inescapable
indeed-

inescapableinescapable Can we for inin-

stance
in-

stance
in-

stahce
¬

stancestahce see in the EastWestEastWestc-
onfrontation

EastWest-
confrontation

EastWestc-
onfrontationconfrontation of our times a rere-

petition
re-

petition
re-

petition
¬

petition of the 1930s or of thethe-
growing

the-
growing

the-
growinggrowing AnglqGermahAhgloGerrnahA loGermah rivalryvalryrivalry-
that

rivalry-
that

r valry-

thatthat helped toto bring onn thethe-

Great
the-

Great
the-

GreatGreat War of 19141918 CanCan-
we

Can-

we
Can-

wewe in revolutionary times suchsuch-

asas ours learn anything fromfrom-

the
from-

the
from-

thethe long series of religiousporeligiouspo-
litical

¬

litical wars of the 16th and 17th17th-

centuries
17th-

centuries
17th-

centuriescenturies and from Europes exex-

perience
ex-

perience
ex-

perience
¬

perience with the French RevoRevo-

lution
Revo-

lution
Revo-

lution
¬

lution landand NapoleonNapoleon-
These

Napoleon-
These

TT-

TheseThese are questions that evev-

ery
ev-

ery
vv-

ery
¬

ery thoughtful person must anan-

swer
an-

swer
an-

swer
¬

swer forf<Yr himself And even ifif-

history
if-

history
if-

historyhistory never exactly repeats itit-

self
it-

self
it-

self
¬

self an understanding of eomesomeeome-

of
some-

of
some-

ofof these turning points of modmod-

ern
mod-

ern
mod-

ern
¬

ern history may well help us toto-

achieve
to-

achieve
to-

achieveachieve a better understandingunderstanding-
ofof the manifold problems andand-

crises
and-

crises
and-

crisescrises of our time It would bebe-

good
be-

good
be-

goodgood to know that thereth re existsexists-

atat the highest levelsleves of our govgov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬

ernment a clear awareness ofof-

this
of-

this
of-

thisthis relationship of past andand-
present

and-
present

and-
presentpresent of the relationship ofof-

historical
of-

historical
of-

historicalhistorical experience to the revrev-
olutionary

rev-

olutionary
rev-

olutionary
¬

olutionary world in which wewe-

live
we-

live
we-

livelive
Misuse1Iisuse of HistoryIIlstoryHistory-

But
IIlstory-

ButBut let me hasten to add thatthat-
the

that-
the

that-
thethe application of historicalhistorical-
knowledge

historical-
knowledge

historical-
knowledgeknowledge to contemporary afaf-

fairs
af-

fair
af-

fairs
¬

fairsfair alsolso carries within itdt aa-

serious
a-

serious
a-

seriousserious dangerdangerthethe misuse ofof-

this
of-

this
of-

thisthis historical knowledge for popo-

litical
po-

litical
po-

litical
¬

litical and other purposes WeWe-

are
We-

are
We-

areare all Im surei1ure familiar withwith-

the
with-

the
with-

thethe dangerous misuse of sciencescience-
and

science-
and

science-
andand technology in our time ButBut-

let
But-

let
But-

letlet there be non doubtdQubt about itit-

the
it-

the
it-

thethe misuse of historyhlstol1 can be as

Jarigerousrdanerous< ngerous and perhapsperhaps-
more

1veneven1ven-
nore

even-

moremorenore insidious thant an this mismlsmis-
use

mls-
use

mis-
useuse of science and technologytechnology-

TheThe recent historyhistor of EuropeEurope-
is

Europ-
esiss filled with the misuse of hishis-
tory

his-
tory

his-
tory

¬

tory It played a fateful rolerole-
in

role-
iIi

role-
ininiIi HitlersHltlera risense to power And itit-

must
it-

must
It-

mustmust be observed thatthai vrewe havehave-
not

have-
pot

have-
TrotnotpotTrot altogetheraltog ther escaped thisthis-
practice

tthis-
practice

ss-

ticepracticetice in this countryc mtry But itit-

is
it-

is
it-

isis aa dangerous thing to distortdistort-
tha

distor-
ttih

distort-
thetihthathe historythistory of bnVsbnQsbnes own councoun-
try

coun-
try

coun-
try< try at home amianda d abroad forfor-
partisan

for-
palrtisan

for-
partisanpartisanpalrtisan purposespurposes-

Inseparable

purposespurposes-

nsep

purposes-

InseparableInseparablensep rable RelationRelation-
ForFor those who distort liieirtneirtheirliieir-

countrys
tneir-

countrys
their-

countryscountrys past can seldom tellteltell-
the

tel-

the
tell-

thethe truth about its present andand-
those

l1and-
those

1d1-

dthosethose who cannot tell the truthtruth-
about

truth-
about

truth-
aboutabout the present can rarely dodo-

better
do-

tter
do-

betterbettertter with the past That IsIs-

something
is-

something
is-

somethingsomething forforaUaltall of us to rere-

member
re-

membe
re-

member
¬

membermembe especiallyespe ially in this elecelec-

tion
elec-

ti
elec-

tion
¬

tionti n yearyeayear-
A

yea-
I

year-
BeyondAI Beyond all such problems ofof-

past
of-

past
of-

pastpast and present personal JudgJudg-
ment

judg-
ment

judg-
ment

¬

ment and interpretative hishis-

tory
his-

tory
his-

tory
¬

tory but closely related toto-

them
to-

them
to-

themthem alfall there remains oneone-

other
one-

other
one-

otherother aspect of historical studystudy-
that

study-
that

study-
thatthat no student of the past oldold-

or
old-

or
old-

oror new can ignore This is thethe-
inseparable

the-
inseparable

the-
inseparableinseparable relationship off hishis-

tory
his-

ory
his-

tory
¬

toryory character and personalitypersonllitypersonality-
our

personllity-
ourour own character and perper-

sonality
per-

sonality
per-

sonality
¬

sonality
A Moral1Ioral ExpressionExpression-

II noted earlier that the probprob-
lems

propro-

lems
prob-

lems
¬

lems of interpretive historyhistory-
were

history-
were

history-
werewerewere in many ways muchmuch-
greater

much-
greater

much-
greatergreater than those of mere facfac-

tual
fac-

tual
fac-

tual
¬

tual history One principal rearea-
son

rea-
son

rea-
son

¬

son for this of course is thatthat-
in

that-
in

that-
inin expressing judgments on thethe-
past

th-
epaston

th-
epastonpastpastonon men and eventsvents ideasideas-
and

ideas-
and

Ideas-
andand institutionsinstitutionswewe are alsoalso-
passing

also-

passing
also-

passingpassing judgment on ourselvesourselves-

ForFor in passing on the nobility

and basenessh eneee of other days wewe-

are
we-

are
we-

areare alsol1teo passing judgment onon-

these
on-

these
on-

thesethese qualities in our own liveslives-
and

lives-
and

lives-
andand timestimes-

History
times-

History
times-

HistoryHistory in the endends isiff notnot-
only

not-
only

not-
onlyonly a moralboraltnoral experience it itisit-
also

is-

also
is-

alsoalso a moral act It becomes anan-

act
an-

act
an-

actact of faith not onlyon y about thethe-
past

the-
past

the-
pastpast but about the present ItIt-

is
It-

is
It-

Isis importantimiportanti rtant notno only becausebec use ofof-

w
of-

t
of-

vatwvatattyt it tells us about the pastpast-
itit is evenyen more important bebe-

causeof
be-

cAuse
be-

cause
¬

causeofcAuse f what it tells us aboutboutabout-
ourselves

about-
ourselves

bout-
ourselveourselvesourselveourselves-

No

ourselve-

NoNo pneOne it seems to me hashas-
ever

has-
ever

has-
everever expressedexpres6ed this view of hishis-
tory

his-
tory

his-
tory

¬

tory so well as did Lord ActonActon-
oneone of the most distinguisheddistinguished-
ofof modern historians at thethe-
close

the-
close

the-
closeclose of his inaugural lecturelecture-
atat Cambridge nearly 70 yearsyears-
ago

years-
ago

years-
agoago

Whatever a mans notionsnotions-
ofof these later centuries areare-
such

are-
such

are-
suchsuch in the main the manman-
himself

man-
himself

man-
himselfhimself will be Under thethe-
name

the-
name

the-
namename of History they covercover-
the

cover-
the

cover-
thethe articles of his philosophicphilosophic-
hishis religious and his politicalpolitical-
creed

political-
creed

political-
creedcreed They give his measuremeasure-
they

measure-
they

measure-
theythey denote his charactercharacter-
andand as praise is the shipship-
wreck

ship-
wreck

ship-
wreck

¬

wreck of historians his prepre-
ferances

pre-
ferances

pre-
ferancesferances betray him moremore-
than

more-
than

more-
thanthan his aversions Modern1oIodernModern-
History

1oIoder-
nHistory

Modern-
HistoryHistory touches us so nearlynearly-
itit is so deep a question of lifelUelife-
and

lUe-
and

life-
andand death that we are boundbound-
toto find our own way throughthroug-
hit

through-
itlititl and to owe our insight toto-
ourselves

to-
ourselves

to-
ourselvesourselves The historians ofof-

former
of-

former
of-

formerformer ages UnapproachableUnapproachable-
forfor us in knowledge and inin-

talent
in-

talent
in-

talenttalent cannot be our limitlimit-
We

limit-
We

limit-
WeWe have the power to be moremore-
rigidly

more-
rigidly

more-
rigidlyrigidly impersonal disinterdisinter-
ested

disinter-
ested

disinter-
ested

¬

ested and just than they andand-
to

and-
to

and-
toto learn from undisguised andand-
genuine

and-
genuine

and-
genuinegenuine records to look withwith-
remorse

with-
remorse

with-
remorseremorse upon the past and toto-

the
to-

the
to-

thethe future with assured hopehope-
ofof better things bearing thistMsthis-
in

tMs-
in

this-
inin mind that ifj1 we lower our

standardstanJaro lij11Ii Historyllistory ivoweco cCC-
not ccn-ot

rr-
not

>
not uphold it in ChurchChu h oror-
State

or-
State

or-
StateState


