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LOTFUANMT ol FALLL, JLLD 11 AND IS TDL'S Luls o

Decausas there were similar aspirations in Germany
the French l.evolution was looked ujon with mnuch
sympathy Ly many pe ple in Lermany. It was aduired
as an attempt of a nation to rid itself of despoticnm,
But vlen later the liberators themselves becane
cruel and despotic the ardor of Germ~n sympathy wos
soon cooled. und when |aroleon beran to subdue
surrounding nations a hatred agzainst the French
arose., Napoleon gained decisive victories over
sdustria and [luscia at Austerlitz in 1ub5 ond over
Prussia at Jena in 1l.00, but in
lilstorical
dntroduction order to make his victories not
only decicive bdut also lasting he

formed the hheinlund (Confederation of the |hine) in

which sixteen Cerman princes were compelled to acknow=
ledge his sovereipnty. This brought about tho

collapse of the Holy lioman kmpire of Gernan nations

which had octood for a thoucand years. Already prior to-
this the French bhad occupied Derlin and the most important
fortifications in Frussia., The Treaty of Tilsit in 1807

compelled Prussia to surrend r half of its territory



to btrance, and in luuJ four uerman kings and 34

German princes paid homa_nr to iajoluon at Lrfurt.

This national traredy arakened new forces In CGerrany,
especially, in Prussia. lre army and the government
were thorourhly rcfomed. The University of Derlin
was founded with the primary purpose of creating a
national spirit. All forces co-operated with the
statesomen to stimulate nationalistic aspirations.
Thus when llapoleon lost his best porers un his
tragic oxpidition into hussia and returned with a
strap ly arny the charm of invineibility which he
enjoyed in the eyecs of Luropean nations wis brolcn.
~ubjuratcd uermany took new courage and threw liself
against him wlth unheard-of forvor. ihe coll for
voluntoers found inmediate and wide recponse. The
Univorsities were deuserted in asmuch as profergors
and students enlistod together.

*Ls ist kein llrier,von den die Lronen wicszcn;
Ls ist ein lreuzzup, 's ist ein lieiliger Krieg"(l)»

the volunteers sang. liapoleon vas net on his return
frou wssia at Leipzig in 1013 and was defeated and

driven beyond the lLhine. TlLe lheinlund was dissolved

».lunbers refer to corresponding numbers in the i rendix



and all the princes jcined the war againat llapolcon,
luey pursued him across the .hino, coiyuered Iaris,
compelled him to abdicate as emperor, and 1limited

tlhe boundaries of Frrnce to thoso of 1792.

The outlook aftcr this was of Liberation was very
hopeful. ‘7he youth of Lermany had entered into the
wur s0 gealously becaure thoy wa,tud constitutional
rrovernuent and thoy realiged trat this was inpocosille
without the lilrration of tho latherlaid. il princes
had found the peoj;le willinz to fipght for ticedo:
but thoy in tumn disa,point 4 the hores of tt. oau lo
for constitutional povernuent. JlInatcad of u unilied

uermany with o constitution thoe Lent cto lun_ ( e.oi~

ation of uerman Ltates) ras formud urlir the pro.idency
of .ustria. .fter lapoleon's povor had Leen broken

the rrinces had no foreipn enemy to fear but the lrench
revolution had t~ught them to fear the aspirations

for frocdom among tleir own rpeople, conso juently
thoy inaupurated a strict ccnsorchip to surpress
evarything that ras u.preusive of lileral sentirent.
lhis wnaso enforced most ceverely in \uotria undor

lrime 1inister .etternich. le greatly influenced tle



uerman jrinces and the entire reriod from 1L15 to
lb4u was chaructorized by narrovminded anirmosity
against literal sentiment. The patriots of 1lEU5-
1415 were thus dicappointed in tlelr hopes.tormany
vags 8till not free nor unifiel, Dut the sane
patriotic zeal which took them through the wars
lived on in the hearts of the peeple., They still
wanted a unified, free Germany, and when they re-
turned from the wars and the princes disappointed
them they gave utterance freely to thoir patriotic
hopes. One result of their fervor was the formation

of Burschenschaften (Utudents! aossociations). Yhe

uovorﬁmcnt congidered tlLece cludbs dangerous to the
stato and persecutcd some of the bdeat men of Cerman
higtory in the spirit of distrust and suspicion.Lut
the ferment for political freedom c¢ould not be
extinguisheds The asgults of writers and nowspaper
edi tors on this terrible persecution were relentless,
The denand for a lib.ral constitution and a German
parlinucent became ever more gencral and dctermined,
The activities of the French people, who had lLeen
disappointcd in their first revolution and who

aruin rose in relLellions in 1030 ard 1U4Y, impressed
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and stimulated the uerman poople mhoce ex.eriencea
were gimilar. Lventually tle people reuortcd to
uprisingse, One such uprising in lenna caused the
ousting of tle detested CLhoncellor | etternich as
well ao the emporur, UIn liay 1U48 a convention
as.enbled in l'rankfurt in order to disiuss the re-
organization of the cmpire. 4 plan to ma.e usrmany
a iederation of otates wis adopted. Uvertures reroc
wade ling lrederick the Loufth of Prussia to becoue
tlhe emperor. lle as willing to accept tle of fer on
condition that the ascent of all tho ruling nodbility
could Le gecured, In this the parliameont foiled and
conditions relapood into their former ruts under the

leaderchip of Austrig.®

The 1life of Hoffmann von iallersleben falls into
thia reriod and Le was among those most deoply im-
prevsed uwith the miserable prevalent conditiona and

most concerned withh the future of the latlierland.

augudt Lieinrich Hollfmann was born Ajril 2, 1794, at

*» The writer acknowl.d_es the hLelp for the hiltorical
introduction deriv Jd from wtroole und .hitnoy,ueschicihte
der Loutucien Literatur, lenry llolt and Com any, |lew
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Tullersleben on the usoutheant bordor of Ilanovor,
honce hic naue: "lioffwm nn von 'ollornleluen®. lils
father vns a merc¢lnnt nd the mayor of the tom,
re-pectod evean Ly the cnenles of unrmeany on account
of his strict honesty. llence when llapoleon fomed
the Lingdom of .ostphalia in 1810 he was aprointed

Canton~liaire,

Hoffmann's cchooling wus quite repulnr. It wau
Lerun in tlLe public ocliool of lallersleten, con-
tinued at tho Gymnagium at llelmstodt ond two ye-rs
later at the Catharineum at lraunschweip, and con-
¢luded at tho Univoroities of Uoettingen (1Lloe-1U19)
and Donn (1U19-1L.1l), Already vhile at Lraunschweig
he uade attcupts at oripginal poetry.

~lketch
of his ihese mttempts were received unfavorably

Life

by his teachers, which, ho ccver, rather
spurrod him on they diccour.ged hime The centiment
aroused Ly the lars of Liberation led him to read
national poetry, especlally the pocms of l'oerner. .t

the are of seventeen he pullished four (armnn Poeng.

At the Univ raolty of Goottingen be studied theolopy

according to t.e vishes of his futher thou h lLe had



no naturnl inclination lor it. lie |referrcd
phitlology to which he chan_ 4 on the audvice of his
uhecle and with the consent of hig father. The study
of phllolory touk him upn u nunber of journe,s, Of
thesce, perhars, the moct significant wno the Journey
to Casuvel vhere he met the urimm Drothers, Jacob
Grimm influenced him to concentrate his efforts on
uerman philology nhile prior to this his chief
interost was ureel, In 1lul9 lioffwmann went to tle
University of Donn partly <for political reascons
but primarily to be with Lr, uwelcker who lLad buen
transferrcd to Bomnn from Goottingen. liis work at
Lonn consisted chiofly of perconal ruaerrch and thle
collection of old docurents und manusceripts, Lio
position as a library assistont was of great
advanta_e to him., Conse jucntly in 1:21, at the age

of twenty-three he published, |onier Druchatuecke

von (jottfried nelnt anderen deutachen Sprachdenkmemelern

(1ragmen£s of Lottfried and other old German Locuments),
his firut scientific pullication, in the preface

to this publication he gave a brief sgurvoy of
medieval pootry, a theic with vhich lloffmuann cun—
tinued to occupy himgolf iutcrmittontly the rest of



his 1life, Lo lLecame increasin~sly intornsled in the
literature of the llotherlands, und in the fall of
1821 went to Leyden rhore he dovoted himielf to the
study of early lietlerlondich litorature. The results
of these studies wore pulLlishod in part tem yeurs

later under the title fHorne lelricaes From Loyden

he vent to Derlin where he remained until 1823 wien
he was appointod custodinn of the university library
at Dreslau. lis position was wade rathor unhappy
partly on account of his unwillingneas %o accede
to the demonds of his superiora and partly on account
of tho intripue of his superiors. ..cven yuars later
he was, however, appeinted Lxtraordinary TIrofessor
of  German lLanpuac-e and Literature o oinut the wishes
of tle faculty, and five yeards after that, again
againot the wiches of the faculty, he was appolinted
Urdinary irofessor. we c¢ontinued his rescarch vork
in his new position, Lo nmuda extensive Journeys
and bocane internationally famous., Gorman and Lutch
univergities und ocientific institutes conferred
honorary degrees and uomb:rships upun hime An
extended jJouruoy to Austria, wwitzerlund nnd i'rance
in 1839 lirectud lloffmann's attention more than ever

to the political 1life in the fatherland. lie gove ex-
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prescion to his entimeit in a uw.ries of poonms
dircctaed without roserve agiinast ¢ o deciloart con-
ditions in outato and 7ocioty. iley were reavolution-
wry nd ained at tro nnlillity. Tho [ir t volune of
these poeus rag publi bed in 1u4V under tho title
innolitirclio Lieler (lon-political bfueus), and a

tecond volure, in which the revoluticnary tondeucies
vere even nmore pronounced, 4in 1041, llis famous
hymn, Deutschland uwobar _1lles, (Cormany over all),

(2) vas vritton and pulliclicd the same year. TIhe

'ruscian govrroment connidored hin Inpolitinche

Lieder dongerous to the astate and as a result
llof fmann ras dismictscd from his proffnssorchip in
1042,

ilie disnicsal from the professorship began a period
of homeless wandering in tle life of lioffrmann, ut
one time he wus received at the home of Karl brecel
in ueisenhein. Uresol's son had Leen in Texas. This
visit led to lloffuauntc intoreat in emigration wuud

Texna, and in 1446 he publishod a volu.e of Texnnirche

Jicdor (Toxas Joemu).

vhen tlie rovolutiun tarts:d in 1840 ke ras  Jtill
homelessg, lie toolt little active rart in the revol-

ution exvept tlat te vrote the "lvronty Jlemando cf



tlo feouplo of lecklenburgs The I'rusuian Gov rne-
mont pardoned him in lilve In tle uanme yeur he

was narrled to his nioww, lda .un lerge, 35 years
his junior, and settlod permuncntly on thle .hine,
firct at Lingerdbruecic and later at lleunieds lids

political coupositions giadually ceaued.

after 1L0Y, comforted Ly a hapjy family life, he
devoted himgelf to lyric poatry and scientific
researche 1In 1060, when he vag 62 years of ape
Lulte victor of latibor ap,ointcd him librarian at
the Castle of Corvoy at lloexter on the |eser where
he remained until his death fourteen years later.
While at Corvey he published (186J) his autobiog-
raphy, 1l ein leben (My Life) in six volunes.*
Kosch»# lists 66 ®"chief works" published by lioffmann
during his lifetime. (3)

lhe late Lr. Julius Goebel of tLlo University of
1llinois considercd loffmann von iallersleben not
only thu mout slcnillicunt of the U rmun pocts of

tlo 408 to cxyress the jatriotic year ings und

*» .llremeine Leutscho Diorra hie, .olume 1Z,
*» leutsches Literntur-Loxikon,hilhelm hosch,\Vol, 1,
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desiras of t.s Gorwan pvple, Lut the one vhore
influence is being felt moit effect-
Political
Dackground ively even 4in modurn timcue.* Lhe
achievcment of such dirtinctim is
not strange for lioffmanne Lvorything in hias life
gecmed %0 conaspire to mrlte Lhim the mouthpiece of
the peoples Alrcady in his early youth Le exyrerienced
the birh enthugiasm ol the Lars of Lidberation, The
memory of thoge hopeful days remained with him §n
epite of the dark period of the lLeaction vhich fol-
lomed., In his autotioriapliy he relnates thuat rvhon
he vao only nine yeurs old a
tigerience nunb r of univeruity utudents
returned home and greatly stinu-
lated the social 1life of the village. They hit
upon the idea of producing .chiller's .aeuber. The
experienco pgave tlLese prosaic naturcs a poetic air.
They carried thLe charactorlotics of their vurious
roles into their wociul 1life and thus excited a
strong influcuce on the ¢hlld en of tle vwill:re which

included young lloffriannes Tle children inltated

# Julius Goebel, “lioffmann von Fallerslebens lexa-
nigcle LiedLr*', Yearlook 1918-1919 of the leutsch-

Anerikanicche liistorische uecellschaft von Illinois.



the nanner of cpecech and cction of the o0ld r ones
and lloffmann writes that from th~t time he was more
susceptible to every idea cf freedom.* The grarhic
dascriptions in his eutotiogrnrty of the novenent
of troops through Hannover are proof that these ex-
periences of his childhood and youth made a decep and
lasting irprecsion on his sensitive nature. le virites
.that in 18l14: "Ich war fuer die knum errungene
ductsche I'reiheit, wie man dnamals die Vertreibung
der Franzosen nannte, nit Leil und ~eele begeistert.
Lchon in lelmstedt hatte ich eine kleine Cammlung
oernerscher Lieder "elecen. opaetor erhielt 4ch
von meinen Druder Loorner's Leier und {chwert
cecchenkts Ich wusste 1n2ld die meicten Lieder
ausrendige. Ich blieb dadurch poostisch anpgerert
und fing auch bald an von Freiheit und Vaterland
zu dichten®.»* (ortainly it is not usual that a
youth of sixteen ghould be so deoply interested in
tl.e political affairs of hig country.

All his 1life lLioffmann detested the existing class

*= yesamwelte werke, volume 7, poygeas 17-1U.
we Ibidem, ,uge I9.



systen and the government of the nmobility. ‘hen
Napoleon conquered Germany he did away with the
nobility and bureaucracy, Thias appealed to young
Hoffmann. But when Napoleon was later defeated
and his rule over Germany ended the old order of
things returned. The old regime reorganized
itself. This bit of atavism was most disagreeable
to Hoffmann., He disliked the reappearance of the
titles, such as, "Herr von", "Herr Baron", "Herr
Graf", "Gnaedige Frau", "Hochgeboren", etc. The
nobility had its own seats in the theatre and even
in the lecture rooms at somé of the universities,
and their dead were announced in the newspapers
under a special caption, "Characterisierte Personen"
(Titled People).* All such signe of inequality and
oppression made a deep impression on the political

viewa of Hoffmann.

In spite of his digsatisfaction with existing con-
ditions he never wrote or spoke in terms of hatred
for his country. 7To the contrary it was his great

love for his Fatherland, as will be mentioned more

# Ibidem, page 45,



fally later, th.t incited Lilo dincatioluclin with
piovailing c¢oudutions. .@ .uv L o Juyed journcys
to foreiprn cou tries. U nn his rotbiuwn fiouw a L it
to Francoe apd O iteerlonl Llg Lfir-( joonm wuo:
CLLIN VAT Ll
Treue Liobe bl. zum urale
uchwoer® ich dir mit Lierz und land;
as ich Uin und vags ich tule,

Dank' ich dir noin \‘atirland.

llicht in worten nur und Liecdern

I34 v iz cun Lank berelt;

it dor Tat 1111 ich's erwidorn

LDir in illoth, in Ilum; £ und streit.

In Qcr lreude ,ic fu Lelds

wuf ich's lreund und Feinden zu;

~Uig Lind vereint vir Leide,

Und moin irost, mein Glucck bist du. (4)
Perhaps nothing ecxerted a greater influence on lis
dovelopment thun his interest in and carcful rtudy
of Gorman (hilolosye Ilhis dejartment of study vas
comparatively new, In 1707 lierder had rublished

I ropnente zur doutgce en Iiteratur in which he oppoced

tLle practice of imitating the 1literary style of
other nations and demanded popular national postry
and originalitye. Ile considered the plain folksong
of higleut poetlic worth because it
ttgdica is a sinple nnd naive oxpre.sion of
feeling, Jtiuwulated Ly the dircction

taken Ly tlerder tho lLomanticists lLad nade an attempt



to establish the true German mationalism (Volkatum)
in poetry and history and customs They brought
about a revival of interest in popular poetry and
glorified the Germany of the liddle Ages. Their
activities led to the Dbeginnings of German and
Germanic Philology and the &tudj of German antiquity.
The Brothers Jakob and Y/ilhelm Grimm are credited
with founding definitely the study ofﬂ German and
Germanic Philology. When Hoffmann was a student at
the age of twenty he celled on Jakob Grimm at Cassel
who at the time was working on his etymological
dictionary. As a result of this visit Hoffmann
becane interested in the study of German philblogy.
For the rest of his life it remained one of his

chief interests.

He began to collect and read all sorts of information
on Germany whether historical or political or even
statistical, in order to gain a clear conception of
national conditions; what they were in the past,
their present state, and what they should and could
be, At first all the stupidity and absurdity, the
meanness and cowardice which he saw in the life of the
nation filled him with scorn and ridicule. Later
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he 1lnarnad to vier then from the hunorous side.»
In that vein he produced many songs and poems which
mere later includcd in hi~ publication centitled,

Inroliticrcle Iiesder. In all his vorls he chow:d a

dcep appreciation of popular feeling (dns ' olkstuemliche).

Yitnecs his mrny Iinderlieder (Childrents songs),

Trinrlieder (Drinking wonzs), .oldatenlieder (.oldiers!

Sonys)e In each c1se ho was able to enter into the
cpirit of the group in questicn. lle writcs that the
more he learned of Germasn ¢cnditions, past 2nd present,
the otronger becawe thoe urge to exrreds himself in
rooﬁry concarning thcue Lo says, °Ca kamen die Lieder
vie perufen™® (Thm jcems cnme as Aif cummened). His
ctudies quickly molded his political views. l.o be-
came ever more disoatisficd mitl conditiocns as they
rore and equally mo;e zealons to Lelp bring about a
tetter future for the latherland. He sprecaks of the
unbearable political misery 4in the TI'vderation of

(ermon wtates, and inclined to glorifying the past,.

Thus Le irote a pocn ontitled: Jis Jlts uute .eit
(The Cood 0ld Lays).**

* Ibidem, pr17c Zu..
»» Ibidem, Volume 4, pore 25.
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In 1829 hn vinited n friend in I nrhrp.  Unring the
vinit the discnsaion turmed to tha moliticnl ~itut
tinn in Germany. Ille exnresaed the nmlninn that the
tire wng rire to attemnt ammething for t'e letter-
ment of iermany through npnetry. Iloth he and his
friend knew t!nt thny wmoauld have to dnrnl with the
cannorship should they attempt to pulLlish sanything
in favor of chnnpe. [nffmann hit upon the 1dea of
s rubli«1ing a nunker of poems un er

Unpolitisclio tha title lUnnnlitinctn Tiedar (llon-
Lieder

roliticrl bPoone), in order to
evado tho censor lon~ enowh t0 tave a nunler of
copien distributed, Larly the next rvear, vwhen lioff-
mann was enterin~ his 42nd year, he devotnd much
tire ond thourht to this undertakings. oickneos con-
fined him to his home but mhile unable to do bis
work at the university Le vas active at home, le
m 8 undisturbed and was ntle to put every political
thourht into poctic forme Lien his friends called
on him during his illness he rend them there poens
end rhen he noticed treir a proliation he told then
that he nas goiny to Lave them jrintrd. lis friends
invnri=hly tried to dirsu.de hin saying that 1t

would be too dangerous, but he wus not choken in his

resolve. ‘lheir migzivings ruther gpurred him on and



gave him inspiration for new poems.* He was always
incensed at people‘who privately held views similer
to his but who were nevertheless utterly character=
less and indifferent in their conduct while cone
ditions so serious and dangerous prevailed in the
Fatherland. In April, 1840, he entered into corres
pondence with Julius Campe his printer. They
exchanged many letters all of which show that
Hoffmann's political poems sprang from an honest
patriotig fervor. lie writes to Campe: "You are
- & business man and I am & scholar but we are both
Germans and we both seek the welfare of our Fathere
land".#+ The poems were published and although they
earned him the reputation of being a national poet
they led %o the loss of his position as Professor
of German Language and Literature at the Univeraiiy
of Breslau, lie wfoto & poem in which he interpfotod
his removal from the professorship. It ig in harmony
with his love of freedom:
TROSTLIED EINES ABGESETZIEN PROFESSORS
Ich“bin Professor gewesen:
Nun bin ich abgesetzt.

Einst konnt' ich Collegia lesen,
Was aber kamn ich Jjetzt?

* Jbidem, page 267.
«s Ibidem, page 270,
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Jatzt :wnm ich Aichten 'mA Ay
Lel voller Lehrfreiheit,
Und keinar 01l nich barchrornlien
Von nun bis in Lwigkeit.

lich kuenmert keiln .taatcminister

Ind nainn ! ajortant,

Liein Uurcceh und ktein fhilister,
och Tmiversitant,

Lg 17t nach nichts vearlnren
Profesgor oder nicht -

Lnr findet nonch mr~»n und jthren,
.or | ahrheit schraibt und spricht.

Ler findet noch treue ucnossen,
Ler fusr d 4 echte ficht,
iuer kreiheit unvordoscen
Ltats eline Lanzo bricht.

Ler £in~t nnch nire Ju~enad
Leseolt von ‘luzend und ! uth,
Ar £~1l t Yronnlt von Tu~rrd
Und I uth das Guto tut,.

Ich muss dag ulass erholen

Und trink' ~uf rein eirmes lleil:

U mucrde colch freies Leben

Lem *aterlunle zu ‘lleile,

Ler Profe-cor ist begrnbrn,

Lin freler , ann erstand -

.ot will ich meitcr noch haben?

lloch lebe das Vaterland!
buring thece ycars while lloffuznn wandered alout
( ermany a8 a political outlaw he lLecame interested
in Te.xns. Lver since the ars of Liberatinn many
uermans emipratrd to Texao. Lany hools were publiched

in Uermany to puide the prospoctive emigronts. s
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early as 1820 Valentine Hecke published two volumes

in Berlin entitled Line Reise durch
Information

about Texas die Vereinigten Stamten (A Journey
through the United States) in which

he devoted chapter 13 of the first volume &and chapter
<l of the second volume exclusively to Texas. Books
givipng historical, rocial, geographical and agri-
cultural information about Texas were almost innumer-
able though not always reliable. UDuring the forties,
while liberal sentiment wes ©o strong in Lurope,Germans
enigratéd to Texas en nasse, At this tine a Yereln
zum Sechutze deutscher ;uswanderer (Association for
the Protectiion of German cmigrants) was organized in
Kaipz, Gormeny. It was sponsored by the nobility
and'is also known a8 the JLginger Adelsverein
(Association of the Nobility of Kainz). '[he aim of
this association was (0 direct the gtiream of German
emigrants to Texus the "promised land". They enter-~
tained the hope of founding a new &and independent
German states This plan night have teen consummated
had the latnerland given the project official and

more effective support.

In 1843 Hof fmann was the guest of a certain Karl
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Dresel at Geisenheim on the Fhine. A Bon of Dresel,
Gustav, had been in Texzs for a number of years and
had Just recently returned hbmo. Hoffmann listened
with much {nterest to the story of his experiences.
He prevailed upon Gustav Dresel to'put his experiences
into writing, which Dresel did. Through the efforts
of the late Dr. Julius Goebel of the University of
Illinois this Texanische Tagebuch (Texazs Diary) of
Gustav Drecel was printed for the first time in the
Jebrbuch der Demtsch-Amerikapischen Higterischen
gegellachaft von Illinois, Jahrgang 1920-21, pages

338-476, The original manuscript w22 secured from
Dr. Gustav Dresel, an oculist 4n

Dresel's ‘

Liary San Franclsco, and a nephew of the
author. Undountedly the contents of

this manuscript, which Hoffmann received firsthand

from the lips of Lresel, were the original source

of his interest in Texas and inspired some of his

Tegaa lg gh! mm.

Dresel presents a true picture of pioneexr 1life in
Texas. He relates the joys and glories bdut does
not neglect to mention the sorrows and hardships.

Anyone interested in the early history of Texas



will find himself well re;aid for his time if ble
will rend this diary. Jhile tlLe reports of Lresel
nay not have furnished lloffmann with much subject
matter for pocms they created tle atmoastjlecre and
gave him an incipht and understanding of frontier

life in Texas 80 that he could compose poems with

tlie ~"enuineness of one who had lived in lexus. &t
leust one pocm refers definitely to an incident

reluted by Lrisel. In his poem lankce Loodle Lioff-

wan writeo:

Ich darf wuehlen zun Lonprosu.

lch bin ein freier Lahlmann,

Lu List c¢in tchorcher nur,

Lin Untorthan und .ahlmann. (95)
1le thourht for this ver.e was undoubtedly derivod
from Drecel's aciount of the election of a reyrc cnta-
tive to cong'ress. In 1040 liarris County Lad the choice
of two candidates, Colonel bailey, who was a fricnd
of tle Germ ns, and ! r. Tomrkins, who had been hato-
ful to the Cermans. The campai_n, according to
breselt's account, mnag nuch as we know political
cum.aipns today. 1he German citizenry, howmever,
runolved to have (olonel Lailey eleoctede Tompkins

hoped to secure votes by distributing much vino and

nacing many pronises, Lailey ras a lamwyer and a
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man of hiph morals and inteprity. out of a posgible
1.1 uerman votes Luiley receiv d 120 and w18 elccted
to congress Ly an overvhelming majority. Lre el re~-
marks in his diary that it wus a day of honor for
the ucrmans who had voted with ouch unanimity to
nake their power in the state lelt. In the homeland,
he continucs, where tley had only to oloy and had
no richt to vote they passed their drys in indiffer-
ence at the cost of their manhood. But here it was
diffeient. Lveryone took advantape of his ri_ht
a8 a Lember of the state to repister his vote. Tlat
was exactly wiat lioffmann wanted for uwernanr+, a
democratic republic in which euch citizen lLud n
vote. Uther verses of tLe same poem can be con-
naected in an indefinite way with rassing references
made by Lresel, Thus he uentions that the pioneers
uge corn for thenselves and for their beasts, a.d
llof fmann writes:

"L.tets erpliebip ist mein ! ais,

Und er (edeiht pur waclkoer.

Lein' Lidacpfel faulen dir,

lloch eh sie sind im iAcker.* (6)

another verce reminds of Lrecel'!s mention of the

genoral practice among settlers of chooting wild
Lame for food. Within a short distance of tle cabin

n man could immediatoly shoot all the meat needed,



loffnann's verce reads:

“Lenn es nir an lleisch gebricht,

~0 schiess! ich mir ein lLothwild.

Alles fehlet oftrnalo dir

was dir die lungersnoth stilltY, (7)
A reference to the plentiful free wood which vus at
the disposal of the pioncers compnred with the
practice in Cermany of the landormers of forbidding
the poor people to pathcr wood on their lands is
reflected in the folloming verve:

"Lincen Draten brat'! ich mir

Im eignen llaus om |euer.

Dir ist liolz und Fleisch und walz

Ja Alles viel zu theuer". (0)
In his diary lrecel mentions at some length what is
expected of emiprants to Texuas. In lexas a man nust
work, face danper, and must know how to depend upon
hinuelf for all things, Le lLemoans tle fact that
many Germans come to Texas unprepared for hardchips
and without any understanding of the requireicnts
of pioneer l1life., .Jome come expecting to find an
easy 1life and wealth for the acce ting. This fact
prolably inspired Hoffuannt's:

CHLGLI I'TIL ., Tl

*Ja hier lLoennt ihr erst erfahren,
was egs lLeisst: sellst ist der liznn!
Taerlich nmugss man offenlaren,
a8 man veics und was man kann.
liimmer darfst du ruhln und rasten,
limuer suclieuen ' ueh' und Fleius.
Lillst du nicht den Tap vertfnaten,
liugst malen dir den Laise
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licht zum Baeckor kannst du gchon,

Und kein Urauerzeichen winlkt,

Und kein |irtihiuus lacust sich solien,

+ 0 man etra cpeist und trinkt.

Lillst Ju eine ! ahlzeit haben,

Lluust du erst in dos Uefily,

huust mit deinem Lustang traben,

Bis du schiessen kannst ein Lild.

Unser Land ist reich an Lepen,

Lilch und lionig fliecst darin,

Doch du musst dich muehn und repen

Kuehn nach liinterwaelder-uinn.

Larum rath' ich, lieben Duebchen,

Dass ihr wez von ‘lexas bleibt !

Lieber lest in eurem .tuebclLen

a8 der buutsche drucber schreibt.*
In 1846 lloffmann, while visiting a friend by tho
name of ilen noar lLecklenberg, met a lastor fucls
and othors who were on their way to Tuxas an eni-
giants., lactor luchs had resipned his positioun zu
lastor of lloelzow in order to Jjoin a proup (£ eui-
crantse The conversation turned readily to ‘lexas
and enigration, Apparently lioffiann had alreudy
conposed soie of his Teans Pooms for he onys that
during the evening l'uchs sang some of his sonrs
which referred to emipgrations Their emotions were
deoply ctirred. lloffmann writes in his autobio-
graphy: *Uns kommen Thraencn in die .ugen*® (Tears
cazs to our eyes).* ihe following day ras spent in

discussing emipgration and present and pousidble

» Ibidem, pa e I94,



fLture conditions in Germany. lloffmann acco panied
fuchs and tho otler emigrants tu Gucstrow to bid

ttiem farewell, The occacion gave rigce to tho poem:

L AW VORI TLAAL

llin nach Teias, hin nach Texas,

Wo der Ltern im blauen T'elde

Line necue wolt vorkuondet,

Jedos licrz fuer Locht und I'reiheit
Und fuer wahrheit froh entzuendet -
Lahin suhnt mein Horz sich ganz,

Hin nach Texas, hin nach Texns,

o der lluch dor Ueberlicfrung

Und der alte Iloehlerglaule

or der reinen Lenschenliebe
Lndlich wird zu Asch® und wtaube -
Lahin sehnt mein Lerz sich panz.

ilin nach Texus, hLin nach Ter.g,

ko die lflugscliuar wird das seiclicn
Der \ersochnung und krhelung,

buss die enJullceit wieder felert
Ihren Lkaitup der Loleobunpg

Lahin schnt mein L rz sich gancz,

liin nach Texas { Lin nach Texas !

uoldnor wtern, du bigt dor Lote

Unccergs neuen schuenrcen Lelons:

Lonn vas frele li.ruen hoffen,

tiofften rie noch nie vergebonge.

bei pregruecsst du roldner ot rnd (9)
luis poom wus compored ns a farcroll song to Fuchs,
lho parting wus hard for lloffuann. lle writos that
le vas melancholy and spont ceveral days in quiet.
lien tLe c<hip left he fell into a cad mood and had

to weep niuch,



Noffmann hud promicod thnt he would have the lcxas
ioens printed with their molodics ond would send
thom to Fuchs in Texus in ordor that he mirht later
have them reprinted in the new country. Thus in
1846 he hod a volume of 46 pages  containing 21

dexaniccle Lieder (Texas Iocms) printed in llamburg.

ihe title rrpe must have boen misleading for it read:
*Aus nuendlicher und schriftlicher Liittheilung

deutscher Texoner, .it Uingweisen. Lan I'elipe de
austin boei Adolf luchs w Co.* (krom oral and vritten
reports of Ucrman <Yexanse. ith tunos). lioffnann

makeos no refercence to this strange title pnre and
it is difficult to detcrmine whetlher he mnirht have
had any motive in uoing it otier t.an, rerhaps, to
five thom a lLatter appearance of genuineness, Lven

after the publication Bf his Texags Porms he mnain-

tained his interest in Texas for a number of years.
I'ive nmonths after their publication he was apain
in the home of uustav Lrosel. luch of the conver-
sation was concerning Texas and enmipration. It oo
hapiened that Lrecel intended to recturn to Tcxas
permanently the following year (1847). lte was in

correspondencs vith the | ainzcer \delsverein which
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hoped to secure hip services ac a wan vho unlor-
gtood conditions in Texas in orler to effect blotter
results for the Vorecin and to creat-n Lettor relation-
ships botween it and the colonigtu., The Veroin was
couposcd chiefly of the nolLility and the colonists
conplained that even in the 1land of freedom they
vere held in tutoclare. They domanded self-govermment
and freedom for self-dovelopment, Certainly lloffmann
approciated the idealiutic and patriotic motives of

the .udeluverein. They must have appealed to his owvn
pure devotion to the welfare of the latlherland. .out
the dissension of the colonisto may have aroused a
meacure of suspicion 4in him, for whon later the
Verein offered him JOU acres of land and a log cabin
in Texas he probLably declined the offer. liis auto-
biograrhy mankes no mention whethor he accepted it
and if Le did how he di-~poscd ot it.

vustav Dregsel left to return to Texas in I'ebruary,1847,
nearly a year ufter the Tex s Poens had been putlished,
tloffnann conposed a farewell song for Lressel which
ourht to be added to his collection of Texns Foems.
It is:

I WUGT VLol

Leb wohl ! Leb wohl ! zwar hielte perne
Dich uncere Liebe hier zurueck -



Du willst, und ziehest in die Ferne:
Des Menschen Will' 1at auch sein Glueck.

Du siehst dort viel, was hier uns fehlet;
VWas wir erstreben, ist dort schon;

Was hier uns aengstet, drueckt und quaelet,
Ist dort gemildert, ist entflohn.

Wenn dich umspielt der Freiheit Oden
Auf Texas blumigen Praerien,

Dann denk, dass wir auf unserm Boden
Der Freiheit Blume auch erziehn.

Wir wollen gleiche Recht! und Pflichten,
Wir wollen keinen Herrm und Knecht,
Auf Vorrecht, Stand und Rang verzichten,
Wir wollen Freiheit, Ehr' und Recht.

O denk an uns in unserm Streben -

Schon strahlt der Lukunft Sonnenschein !

Frei wird auch unser Thun und Leben-

ks lohnt ein Deutscher noch zu sein!

Und wenn von Deutschland frohe Kunde

Einst dringt nach dir zu Texas hin,

Lanpn ruf in dieser schoenen Stunde:

"Wohl mir, dass ich ein Deutscher bint

Las sind die Rebenberge wieder !

Las ist des Rheines gruener Strandl

Heil dir, du Land der Freud' und Lieder!

Mein Vaterland, mein Heimailand I* =»
But Dresel never saw the Fatherland again, He died
of yellow fever on liorris Farm in September, 1848,

while on a journey from Galveston to San Antonio,

One other poem, written in 1847 and addressed 1o
Gustav Dresel, should be included in Hoffmann's Texas

poems:

s JIbidem, Volume 6, page 38.
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TULR « UJT\V DluuwlL

Lreil Linge sind auf Lrden gut,

~ie heicsen: ireiheit, Lust und i.uth;

Und hust au imuer diece drei,

Lann stehn dir nuch drei andre bvei,
‘thy horse, rifle, end knife.,

Die drei verschaffon dir liespect,
Lass dich kein \eisrer schiert und neckt;
Lie liothhaut 30lbst laesst dich in Fried,
enn 5ie aus weiter lerne slelt,
iy horce, rifle, and knife.

Liugat du nllein durch die lraerien
Und wildverwaclisenen waelder ziehn,
fiindurch t liindurch § wes hucumerttu dich?
bich lievs Ja nirpend nulh in otich
1uy horse, rifle, and knife.
Ler Ltorn von ‘lexus sel dein .ternt
Und ist dein ulel auch noch wo furn,
Lr leuchtet dir zu jeder .eit,
Lir pgibt ya oiclheres ucleit
1hy horce, ritle, and knife.»
Above all else thece pocus show an understanding of
the natural and unconventional 1life in Texas. It
will always renain a marvel how Hoffmann was able
to iubibe the Texos atmospliere so thorouchly simply
from the reports of otliers, The title page of the

Texng l'oenn, "from oral and written reports of

ternian Toxans®, micht woll be tnken as true by one

who has nnt boen otherwice informed,

lolimann did not use the lilrary of bouvks  alout

¢ JIbidem, pa,e I9.
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Texas that had been published 4in Germany by this
time., He writes that he gained his information

from "wenigen lilfsmitteln" (few sources). In addi-
tion to those already mentioned the book, Iexas und
Seine Revolution (Texas and its Revolution)by Hermann
Ehrenberg, should be considered among the few sources.
The first edition of this book was printed 1in 1843,
the very year in which loffmann met Gustav Dresel and

became 80 deeply 4interested 4in Texas. The .second

edition, under the title: [Fahrten und <Schicksale
8ines Deutschen in Iexas (Journeys and fortunes of

a German in Texas), was printed in 1845, the year in
which Hoffmann wrote most of his Texas Poemg and
' prepared them for publication, TIwo

The History
of of his poems, "Santa Anna" and

Ehrenberg

"Der Alte Sam” (0l1d Sam) correspond
in titles with chapter headings in

Ehrenberg's book, and other titles are very similar.

Herman Ehrenberg, the son of a Prussian govermment
official, was born §n 1818, He studied medicine
and chemistry at the University of Jena. At the
age of sixteen he fled to New York in order to ezacape

persecution as a member of the Burschenachaft



(SCtudenta' fcgoclation)s+ In 10Z5 he wis 4in  llow
Urlcuns uand milh five othol uermais augrmerol  the
call for voluntoors %o support thu %ox'ns acainct
the usurper Lanta anna. They formed part of  two
couraniecs culled "the ureys®™ on account of the color
of thelr im|roviced uniforms. They choge as captain
a non by the name of Dreece and endured nany hardehips
and privations. Lhrenteir took gart in tho capturo of
Lan antonio and tue .laso, was rounded geveral times,

and niroculously escaped Lo mausucre at Goliad.After

his escape [roa oliad he wandored about in the wilder-

neoss unarmed ond wouudude 4t the point of ctarvation
and in constant danger of the Indians who were in
league with the lLexicnns Le reentered voluntary cap-
tivity undur uonerul Urrea, The (eneral befriended
hin and Llreated him respectfully. Lhrunberg remained
with hin until the news of the Battle of Lan Jacinto
rcached him and then escaped agoin wlen the Lexican
Arny retreated and planned to take him and ot ers
baclkk to lexlco us prisoners. Le makes 1t clear in
the closing parapraphs of his book that Le settled

in lexus after tre wur of Inde;endeuce and wrote his

» Julius Goebel: "Holfwann von laller.leben's Texunische

Lieder* yearbook 191.-19, *Leutsch-iuerikanicche
liistorische ucsullschaft von Illinois®,



history of tlLe war,

Iloffmann never rentiona this nor uny othur book about
Texis lLut tlere can Le no doult tlut in addition to
Dr;sel'a account Lhrenberg's history fomed  the
chief oource of inforrntion and inspiration for his

Iexs Focma, especially those relative to the lLar of

Independence, A striking similarity exists betwuen

tHoffmann's bturmlied am “un Jacinto (Lan Jacinto

Lattle liymn) and Lhremuirpg!s account of the morale
of the Texns army upon entoring the Lattle of Lan
Jacinto, Lhrenberg vrites: ‘*lLaum war sie gelescn
(10) so0 war der llan dur Texauner fertlig, tJetzt
ist die ~oit oder nie" wscenrie Alles einstimuip -
tder Usurrpator oder Toius muss hiler fallen -« keinen
~chritt voiter zurueck - vorwuerts - uir oind stark
genug -~ sind laenner - Wiscen wotuer wir fechten -
unser Gott wird uns beistchen -' und oo fort hallte
es durch die uruppen der lreiheitsarnee®sseessncoces
mit den Kolben hoch in der Luft und dem gloenzenden
quie-hnife schaeumten sie unter dem w.chlachteschrei:
*henmeriber the Alamo! vorwaerts, ‘l.ache, turchtlLare

l\ache § donnerte es von allen veiteNeesoecn' ¥

*# 'ahrten und .chicksalo eincs Leutschen in Texas,
paros 09 and 211.



Cenpure t4LL LLut wecoun .y Luffuannt's pucls

oTU LI D L b U JAINTY

Heut! 4ot der lup dur l.cho,
Und slumo ravihien wir.
Spielt auf, cpielt suf _um Tange !
Linuuf, llnein in die .clhnnzel
rort pecclning vie der in ,
Lh' der lednd sichh booinnt
lwmft Alnuot uft Alono ! uft Alawo )l greifet ont
Und ctuernt, stucrnt und Jicpet!

Wir visenn woluel wir wacmpten,
's iot ein schucner, heil'ger Krieg:
vir zl Len Lwa U fechite
Fort geschwind wie deor Vind,
LY dur boednd cich Leoipnt t
luft Alrmo!d uft Jjlamo! wuft Aloro ! proifet unt
Und utier U, stuvsrt und siepotd

Jerdoppeln vwir dle wcliritte,
baug der l'uurf entichieden wird?l
lur elusp 1ol wa. Leselirden:
Irci o cr todt hienieden !
Torl _e ¢l Ind vie der ind,
It der Ieind o ch Leosinnt !
uft alamod.iufb wlwo! ult uwlumwod greifct n!
Und stucrut, stuernt und sig et ! (1ll)
The Llrase "Frei oder Todt* (lree or Lecad, or Liboerty
or bLeuth) L, atcording to lhrenbir,, bocoue tle
determinatiin of tle Tex n oldieros Llhis was due
larcely to tlhe perfidy and Lloody treachiery of tle
e.dcirs tu v tu I .o o who ut previous tiues Lud
wuric dercd upon the r.ure cu tlut  they would  be
d it vwith os prisoncrs of wur., In euch ingtance the

oxicang murdercd them in cold blood,



Perhape even greater similarity may be noticed bde~
tween Hoffmann's poem "Santa Anna" and Lhrenberg's
description of the General's flight and capture,
Ehrenberg writes: "Der einzelne Leiter fegt dahor'u
e3 18t unser Napoleon* selbst - er will sich in die
Fluthen stuerzen -~ aber eben sieht er noch den
Untergang der Officiere - schaudernd wehdet er sein
Pferd - springt herab - laesst es laufen - und er
selbaet verschwindet am Ufer des Flusses - in der
Prairie”s....se"Sie hatten ihn in dem hohen prairie
grasse gefunden, wo er sich verborgen bhatte; und et
versicherte ihmen euf dem iege, dass er nichts von
canta Anna's Flucht wisse. Lr wollte sie jedoch mit
einer goldenen Uhr, seiner Boorse und anderen
werthvollen Gegenstaenden bestechen, ielchos texa~
niéchpamericaniaob mit Verachtung abgewiesen wurde®ss
Compare with this the following verse from Hoffmann's
poem;

Als du warst in deinen Schangzen,

Meinteat du uns zu Kuranzen,

Dooh wir spielten dir eins auf,

Dass du liefst im vollsten Lauf
Nach der neusten Mode,

» Lanta Anna was the aelﬁ»sbyled "Napoleon of the
West" .

=» Fabrten und uchicksale eines Deutschen in Texas,
pages <12 and 214.
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Doch wie schnell du warst verschwunden,

Haben wir dich doch gefunden,

Zogen dich mit Stiel und Stump?

Wundernett aus einem Sunpf

Nach der neusten kode.

The closing paragraphs of Ehrenberg's book reflect
a patriotic spirit, lie says he can call not only
the country in which he was born his Fatherland bdut
rather that country *wo 4ich selbst ein JLahn der
Raeder bin®" (Where I myself am a cog in the wheels).
For such a Fatuerland he saya he would give his life,
In closing he says: "Der Landmann wie der Kaufmann,
der Gewerbtreibende wie der Fabrikant, der OSoldat
wie der Beamte, des Volkes Diener, all, alle sind
Buerger des Staates,jeder ist ein Theil der masechtigen
Machine; Jjeder muss des Landes Lasten tragen helfen
und jeder soll und muss deshaldb gleiche lHechte vor
dem Gesetze haben. Keine Lonopole, keine Bevorzugung,
keine Kasten, keine nichtssagenden Formen, keine
Willkuehr in dem, was das Ganze angeht, und keine
Fesseln fuer die Presse! Keine fuer die blitzende
Idee Il Keine fuer die wahrheitredende Zungo!!!\
Das aind die Principien der Texanians; fuer diese,
Ja fuer diese setzen wir freudig das Leben ein, und

nochmgle rufe ich: Libertyt Law! and Texas for ever
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An echo of Liese words and their apirit rings from

two of Hoffmann's pooma: In Eip Guadelupelied we read:

In dem Tal dexr Guadelupe

Gibt es xeinen Herrn und Kmecht:
Niemand wird der Willkuer Beute,
Alle sind wir freie Leute,
Haben Ein Gesetz, Zin iecht.

In dem Tal der Guadelupe

Fragt mich nie ein Polizist

Was ich denke, was ich schreibe,
Ob ich win ein guter Christ.

in dem fal der uuadelupe
Stoert mich kein Exrinnerung

An die nitter, an die Knappen,
hexen, Foltoer, Helm und :appen,
Hier ist alles neu und junge.

in dem Tal der Guadelupe

Leb! ich froh mein Leben hin,
Fuehl bei jedem Alemzuge

Wie der Edelfalk im Fluge,

Dass ich frei und gluecklich bine

And very much in the same sopirit in the poem: YVetter
Michels Vaterland:

Sag wo ist, sag wo ist Vetter iichels Vaterland?
Sag wo ist, sag wo ist es doah?

lio die Pressfreiheit ein Versprechen ist.

Und Gesinnung und Freisinn Verbrechen ist.
La i1st, da ist Vetter kichels Vaterland.

Lag wo ist, sag wo ist Vetter lilchels Vaterland?
Sag wo 1st, sag wo ist es doch?
Und wo keiner frel denken und schreiben soll
Und wo alles beim Alten bleiben scll,
Da 1st, da ist Vetter lkiichels Vaterland.

The poems, Las Lied vom deutschen Philigter (The Song
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of the German rhilistine), iruder Jonathan (Brother

Jonathan), aond Vetter | ichel (Lousin Lichel) belong

to the Lexas 1oeng ior no other 11vusun than that

Loffmann 4ncluded them in hia publicution, Thoy
mnake no referanee. 10 ilexas or asmerica. They deal
entirely with conditions in Germany in a critical
end sarcastic way. It as eusy to see that Hoffnann
folt iney ocelonged to his poems becauge in all pro-
bability they were Lorn of his contemplaticn of Texas,
1o him the ideal country, und of his regret that his
beloved Fatherland, uermany of the «Os, presented
such a wreched contrast, It seems that he could
never think of Jexas without bhaving hia thoughts
ningled with or interrupted by scorn and regret for
conditions around him at home, ine poem, Abendlied
(Lvening bong) was in all probability included in
Jexes Poems on account of its great popularity. Both
lioffmann and the publisher may have felt that the
attractiveness and popularity of the little publication

would be enhanced by tbhis vell-known poen,

1he love and attachuent of Hoffuann to0 Texas and the

cause of emigration are in harmony with his entire
life's passion. His study of German antiquity un-

locked hidden sources of feeling and desire. uhen



these feelings could not find their fulfillment
under the political conditions in Germany 4t was
natural that he and the German people in general
should turm to a land which promised everything for
which their hearts yeerned, The (freedom ﬁhiah

Texas offered stood in constast with
Attach~ ,
ment to the wretched political opreesion of
Texas

the fatherland, Since Hoffmann underw
gtood and appreciated the common veoplo he championsd
their cause. Thus for political reasons he was happy
trhat there was a place on earth where ths fundamental
urges of the neoples might be fully satisfied, Dug
hie poems elso show that Texza appealed to him from
the romantic point of view, In thig vein he writes in:

Heimstklaenge in Texas

Vor der Thuere sizt der Pflanzer
kild umglaenzt vom Mondenschein,
Und er singt zur Mandoline

-In die stille Nacht hinein. (183)

And again in:

Der peutsche lilnterwae)dex

Eine Buechse zum Jagen, zum Schuts und sur VWehr
Ein paar Ochsen zum Pfluegen, was brauch' ich denn mehr?

Hein Gebiet ist umzasunet, nein Feld ist bestells,
kein Blookbaus ist fertig, ich lach' in die Welt,
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I:h sitz' auf tea "urtw~, 1ic "™nechs' auf den Knio,
Lo trad ich, so Jag' ich darch wald ungd Prairie.

Lald schiess' ich ein iruthuln, einen llircsch und ein leh,
114 anz1' ich "1 Tlasee, 1213 £fi~ h ich inm Cao,

Ich €940 moin T adskrot unil trinn dnoa,

Der Quell keut mir (24cer uni Liileh meine Kab.

GO N NGB P LN OSOPN PR G RIPSANNSPErsdetdtposROgenanes

Ich sing' uit den Yoeopreln par aschnens .lolodei'n,

Ich tanz' mit ien laltern don andango in I'rei'n,

Ich .ehne rich ninnrr und ninm r ouruo ke

Nur lreihecit ist Leben, nur Fredhedit ist tLlueck.

lHoffaqnn's rocng on Tox o rora really written as

roctic farcrell ifta to his fricnds vho cnipiatnd

to Texur, but one can rendlly dutect th & he i7thnded

that t.cy rhould also ¢ art a cortain influonce at

homees Thuir vhile rritin, rhout tto desoirable +things

in Texss and Tex~s life he fro ju~mtly t s occasion

to roint out t'c contrar tin_ rnonditionn in thoe horo-

lanle Ong wondlers huw he mug adble to live tinsolf

80 conpletely into tho Tox~g atvoophore and the

1life of the piomsers. 1is pocas chow a oclear in-
oirht into tho appreciaotion of the nuturul

Trxns

rocns freo 1ifc ths self-coufidont onergy and

iniependont s irlt of tle UlLrave frontiorsuen. The

Der Doutscle liint rrreoldler, “ohlromainter 1ath, and

Lin Gnndalupelicd, ,uot~d "buve rec pgood oxumples.

His own life as a homele~a and persecuted wanderer



undoubtedly Lelped hin to read the coul of the emi-
grante I'urthermore his naiure was deeply cmotional.
(13) tlie understood the homesickness, the proud
spirit and defiant courage, the joy of newly-found
fortune and the aalm hope for @ free home of the

settlers and knew how {0 exprese them in his songs.

The writer made an effort to recover the tunes te
which the Iexag Poeps were composed and with which
they are suppoged to have been published, There
are very definite reasons why one might be led to
believe that the firest edition of these poems con~
taiped the tunes: First, the title page states
definitely, "liit Singweisen” (With Tunes); secondly,
the poet himseif emphasized that his poems were
striotly lyric and not to be separated from the music;»
thirdly, some of the Texas Poems were actually sung
by Pastor Fuch® and his fellow-emigrants together
with the poet;»* and, fourthly,in his autobiography
Hoffmann writes: "Ich hatte meinen ausgewanderten
Freunde versprochen, ich wollte ihm diese Lieder

* « Hoffmann von Fallersleben. An lkeine Freunde,
lLetturs, edited by Gerstenberg, page 1l44.
*s -~ Ibidem, page 394,




gedruckt nachsenden, zugleich auch die elodien dazu,
damit er dann yg;ggg in der neuen Velt spaeter einmal
nachdrucken lassen koennte”,»

But every effort to find a copy contaiﬁing the tunes,
or, at least, references to them, faileds The writer
inquired of the Augkunftsburesy der Deutschep
Bibliotbeker, Berlin, but in the copy in the Staats-
bibliothek in Berlin this information 1a‘alao wanting.
The Auskunft®bureau cirgulated an inquiry ﬁnong German
universities for a copy containing the tunes or re~
ferences to them but the effort was unproductive..ihen
the late Lr. Julius Goebel, of the University of
I11inois, published the Jexas joems of Hoffmann, with
an introduction, in the 1918-1919 yearbook of ° the
Dsutsch-Amerikanische Historische Qogsellgchaft von
Z1linois he deplored the fact that he had not Dbeen
abkle to find an edition containing the tunes. He ex-
pressed the hope that the publicity given the gearch
by his article might eventually bring the desired ine
formation to light.

The problem, nevertheless, renains unsolved, While

# - Ibidem, page 398.



thure are wuany reausond %o Lelieve that Hoffmann

publiscled the Yex:i8 Preuc with tuncs one Dbegins to
incline in tho o,posite dircctions 0Of the thirty-
one poemsincladed in the original c¢dition twelve had

buen pulliched previously, flve of them in collect-
ions of lyric poems and seven in collections of
pFeews writtun for purticulnr oceasions (Zeitgedichto).»
Tlewe twelve jocus muro thus Miginilly not pudblished
with tun.ge L.t fo.crw oun tn this conclucion still
wore forcilly ic tho followinpge Leu Hoffiann wrote
hic autoliograply Lo ot ted that In 1Lud ho possessed
only two copies of tho fiyrst clitium of the Texas
Peameeve  SfLtor he died the 1 oend 14 he !itliothek in

Lerlin cawy inte posse siun cf .Loffucun's 1iterary
renginser »» Thua tho unsdecr~eful  inquiry of  the
dJushkunfteclurian in .cilin, referrcd to above, would
indicute that cven this first ¢lition does not contain

the tunrg,

isbe conjecturo which the writer makes 48 that the

%  ibidem, Volume L, pu e J.7, liote hu. 1.
=» Jloffmann von irllerslehen,l ein Leben, Vol.4, p.278.
s++ loliLann von fullurslobuns an koine Livuude.letters,
Ldited br Gerstenbery, Vorwort, by the editor,
paze X
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Jexap pPoemps were not published with a complete set
of tunes, but rather that tunes were indicated for
a limited number of poems. In the works of Hoffw
mann as edited by Cerstenberg references are made
to tunes for a few of the poemss Others may have
been omitted b°°§§§° they bhave become less well-known
The tume for Ler Stern vop jexan is “Nach Sevillas,
nach Sevilla", Besides the tune, a comparison of the
contents of the iwo poems indicates that Hoffmann had
"Naoﬁ Sevilla, nach sevilla" in mind when he composed
Der Stern vop Xexage A comparison of the first and
last lines will suffice:

“Hach uevilla, nach Jevilla

Labin sehnt mein forz cich michtds

"Hin nach lexas, hin nach Texas

abin eehnt uein liorz sich ganzt,

The poen Helmiiaenge ip Jfexsg is cupplied with the

' tune, "Kommi{ dis lacht mit ihren Schatten'; the poenm
Aug Texas with "An der aale hellem Strande®; and
Ade Peuischliand with the "Handwerksburschen-iielodie®.
In the case of the latter there is also a striking

Textual similarity. The 1last 1line of each stanza
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is identical with the corresponding 1lines of tlLe

Handmerksburschenlied:®lein ulueck will ich prolieren,

marschieren®, Hoffmann's poen Ynnlteo Doodles fits

quite well to our familiar "Yankee Loodle"® tune, and
was undoubtedly composcd with it in mind. The sinilare

ity in text betwoen lHoffnanns Der i.chuatz wvon frnzos

and Uhland's lyric Des Knaben Nerrlied reveals that

Hoffmann used this song as a model. The meter 1is
idontical and the last lines of each stanza are very
sinilar:

41  "Ich bin der Lnabt'! vom Berge".

/2 "Ich bin der Schuetz vom Drazos®.®
Hoffmann's style is essentially lyrice. It was his
custon to write his pooms with a popular tune in mind.
lie caid himoelf that his poems were not to be read
but sung. lle intended them to express a feoling rather

than to relate an incident. Thus it nay
.I.ft;].e be Justly said that his poems are trivial

in content. lie takos a sinple foeliné or
sentiment and pgives it poetic form. lle wus not a
rbilosopher and his poems contain little depth of
thourhts 4t times the style is artificial and mech-

anical as 1f he had first set up the mold and then

* I wish to acknowledge ny indebtedness to Frofessor
lax Freund of the lLice Institute for calling ny
attention to the influence of certain popular german
vongs and tunes upon certaln Texas pocms.
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cast about for the subject matter. Lore usually
it is utterly simple and unadulterated., lie dotested
everything showy and pretentious whether in social
intercoursce or in literature., Il makes wide use
of repotition, as, for instance, in Lturnlied on

van Jacinto (11), 4n rhich exactly half of each

stanza is a repetition. Another characteristic which
reapjears frequently is his tendency to dbe epigream-
natice It 18 possible that he was influcnced in this
by the xonia of Goethe., The most proninent of his
characteristics, by far, both in content and fom,
is best expressed by the German word, "volkstuenlich®
(14). 4hile ho did not court popularity he bLad a
keen sense and appreclation of every affection of
pathos,of love and hate,and of the joys and corrows
which affectcd tho common people, llo was above all
a national popular poet. Doth the simple popular
contents of his poems and the fanmiliar tunes to vhizh
many of his poens were written helpcd to make him so
widely Imown already in his ovm penceration and served
to maintain his popularity down to our generation,
If his political poems scem to be without point or

neaning we must remenber that they were written when
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conditions were different. ‘lhoy woere intended to
define definito conditions and to produce certain
resultss This they did 4in their day. llence hia
immediate popularity as a national poet, and hence,
also, his persecution. In a letter to Friedrich
«~arncke, l[ebruary.third, 1U48, he gives his own brief
estimate of his pootry., Le uwritcsi®lielne ganze Pocoie
seossbUusa den Leuten wunderlich erscheinen, Sie 1ist
reine Lyrik und dazu rein deutsche und will auch
welter nichts sein, unzertrennlich vom Gesang; sie
hat sich allen Dezichunzen auf das Ausland und das
klassische Altertum von jeher fern pehalten "ﬁﬁnd
verschmaeht allen rhetorischen Prunk und allen
sententicesen WVortschwall; sie knuepft historisch
da an, wo die alte Volkapoesie in ihrer DBluete war
(16 Jahrhundert).”=*

It 18 a matter of speculation why iHoffmann, who was
80 interested in the emigrants and who showed such
a profound understanding and love of Texas in his
poems, never came t0 Texas himself., One would

suppose that since he and his writings were outlawed

» - Hoffmann von Fallersleben, An lleine Freunde,
Letters, edited by Gerstenberg, page 1l44.
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at home that he rould gladly grasp the opportunity
to enigrato. llig political writings were not in-
tended to be revolutionary but to bring about a
botter state of affairs in the Fathcrland. But his
efforts were misunderstood ond despised by those 1in
authority. lils colleagues at the university mnade
him, if not a social outcast, at 1least, a porson
whose presence was not appreciated. lie was, more-
over, urged by other emigrants to como %0 Texas.
The Adeloverein made it very desirable for him to
lover ¢o to Texas by offering hin  without
cane to cost 200 acres of land and a logcabin,.
Texas

lloferences to Texas in lettors to his

frionds indicate that he occasionally
inclined very much toward emigration. Thus he writes
fronm lloldorf, MNovember 25th, 1845, to TIriedrich
Zarncke in Lelpzig that he had read about the political
disturbance in Liepzipg and that the incident had en-
rapred him so that he wvas often thinking seriously
about Texas,* Light months later, July 24, 1846, he

writes to Robert Prutz in Berlin: "l reiligraths

» Hoffmann von I'allersleben, An Leine lFreunde.
Lotters, edited by Gerstenkory, page 132,



Uebersiedelung nach London iat mir in einor Hinsicht
lieb, Ulenn ich ibhn nun einmal beouche, 20 lerne ich
Lngland kennen. Ich denke, kuenftiges Jahr, etwa in
Leptenber, einen Abotecher dahin Zu machChesresnsees

Von Londen gehe ich dann ein bischen nach New York
und von da nach Texas, um elnmal zu sehen, wie es
sich ohne Folizel und «onsur lebt und schreibt,."»
These plans,however,never materialized,and four months
later,llovenber 29th, while writing to Freiligrath in
Londen concerning financial difficulties he suddenly
makes plans egain for a trip to New York; this time
in order to earn money by lecturing on German litcrature.s»#»
Lhen T'uchs emipgrated he wrote: "Auch ich in meiner Lage
nuesste auswandern®(Under the circumstances I really
ought to cmiprate too).*s» Lome years later he com-
posed a chort poem vhich he cays indicates the feel-
ings which eventually triuuphed over all tenmporary
desires to emigrate:

*Ich bleib! in meincm Vaterlande

Sein Loos soll auch das meine seln,

Uein Leid und seine ~chmach und Schande

bowie sein huhm und Glueck ist mein,

In meine Vatorlande will ich bleiben,
Und keine lacht der lLelt soll mich vertreiben"(1s)

* Jloffmann von Fallersleben, An leine ['rcunde.lLetters,
. edited by Gersternberg, pase 1lIIf.
*s lloffmann von I'allersleben, .n lLeine l'reunde,Letters,
edited by uerstornberg, parce 140f.
#»» Jbidenm, page IJ94.



lNevortleleas he s8ays he could not refrain from
giving uttarance to hopes and wishos the realization
of which might Justify and comfort others vho wiched

to enigrate.

Pcrhaps two reasons may be piven in an attempt to
erplain why he never came to Texas: Love for the
I'atherland, and, suspicion of adelgverein. lie

was totally in sympathy with Texns. Conditions there
were a8 he wanted them to be in CGermany. I'ut Le
loved Germany t0o well to run away and leave 1t to
its uncertain fate., Inopite of the fact that the
covornnent made him homelecs and rejected all his
constructive criticiem he remained at homne and main=-
tained his oripinal attitude, namely, of trying to
do comething throuzth poetry to make c¢onditions
Lettor. Germany was his native land. lie loved it
and nothing could change his devotion and 1loyalty.
lle found it impossible to renouncoe it and go to a
foreign’'land. In a letter to kerdinand lreiligrath,
who had gone to Drussels, dated at Ceigenheim, Lec-
emter the first, lt44, Hoffmann writes that a friend
of his by the name of Lorenz Ukon had sugpested that

he seek a professorship in Belpium or OLwitzerland.
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He writes that he had answered Oken: "Ich teile die
kreuden und Leiden meines Vaterlandea und werde as
cerade Jjetzt nie verlussen,renn ich nicht vertricben
werde", (I will share the Joys and sorrows of my
Fatherland nnd will never leave it espccially not

now unless I am drivon away).® lie was a rare patriot,

The other reason why Hoffmann never came t0 Texas
may be that he was Just a little suspicious of the
Adelgverein,even thouzh its ideals must have harmon-
zed mith his own. 61111 it was the notility doing
it and not the people. Ille had no sympathy with the
¢lass system. lHe wanted 1liberty ana independence
for the peoples 7This was possidble of attainment in
Texas but tle Adelosverein proventocd the free self-
dependent development which Hoffmann glorified. And,
furthermore, Lo was never one to commercialize his
poetry. lie wrote becauge he felt inspired to do sgo
and becauge he hoped to do good throurh his writings,
‘hen the JAdelsverein was in correspondence with

Gusgtav LUrecel in oxder to secure his services to
bring about a better understanding between the Vercin

and the people Hoffmann conceived the idea that the
nowility wanted to enlist his poetic powers for the

# lloffmnn von I'allerslelbun, An Leine ireunde,
Letteru, edited by Gerstenberg, pare 131.



sane purpose, Thus he intorpreted the offer of the
land in Texas as a bribe in dispuise. It noy bdo too
that his independent spirit rebelled againct  the
Presupposition of the Verein in keeping the following
announcenent in the Dremon newsraper: "Arain a
nuaber of Cermans are preparing 10 emigcrate to Texas,
The plan 1o to name the new settlement Fallersleben,
The one whom this name concerns will soon follow",.+
He says that apparently 4t was taken for granted
that he would accept the offer of lond. The honor
of having a town namcd after him in Texac was evident-
ly no inducement for him, le never makes any comment

about it.

These two reasong why lioffmonn never came to Texas
are mere conjectures, There is no basis for them 1in
anything that Hoffrmann wrote except, perhaps, the
verses quoted above.*» The reasons piven noy, hove
ever, the vriter believes, be dramn with Justification

from a general view of Hoffmann's l1life and writings.

» JIbidem, pare 405.

» Lee pare 50,



APPLNDIX

TRANSLATIONS AND LXPLANATORY NOILS



*"This is no war of sovereigns;
It 18 a crusade, it is a holy war®,

1his poem, which tho auther called ®Das Lied der
Leutschen' (lhe Jong of the Germans), has had an
interosting hirtorye It w.s written as a hymn of
freedonm in a day when the hearts of wnany Germans
were filled vith o lon_ing for a unitod Fathorlond
and for freedom and progress, In Aujust, 1841, lioff-
menn had pone for recreation to0 lielpoland which at
that time wus Lnpliish territory. ‘Uhe loneliness of
the islaond and the Luautiful sunmor weathor provided
the inspiration for the pocm. Illoffmann had in mind
tLhe dignificd rytim of lla,dn's tune vhen he composed
the poem, It was published in weptember, lu4l, with
Haydn's nugic and Jloffmunn's piclure. The first
edition was soon exhausted, and the poen was a uin
included {n a public' tiun of Geruan pocug Iin 1843,
The povernmont looked upon the poem vwith suspicion
and ns danperous to the stute., ULome crltics denied
its originality by pointing out its woinilarity to
walther von der sogolwelce's "Lande han ich vil
gesen® (I have seen many lands). 7The people how—
ever, received it enthusiastically.,

Hoffmann wrote this poem as n thoroupsh oing  repub-
lican, His call for "Linigkeit und iecht und Freiheit
fuer das deutoche Laterland*® (Unity and Justice and
Freedonm for the Getnan tatherlend) refledted the
sentiments of the people in a day when uermany was
ruled nore or less arbitrarily and imperially by the
nobility. lience its immediate popularity. huch later
the hymn vas used as an instrument in the political
canpaiprns of the enti-.ewitic party in Lermany. Luring
the Lorld ar it wuc upcd to arouce patriotism and
to stimulate the uermany army. &t the sale tiuwe 1t
was uced by tho allies to point out the "imperialistic
anbitions® of Gormany and thus to incite the nations
to cupport a var to "mailte the world sufe for Lemocracy®,
wince the war it hastecormethe National Anthen of

the young Ge:rtlan lLepublie, brousht rloat quite natur-
ally by the spontaneous sentiment of a free people.

Thig patriotic poem can be made an instruient of

inperialicn only ly aluce <nd nipsintirprotation. The

spirit of the author, the original purpose and ure of
the hyun, and it3 inhercent qualitles na'te it a preat

patriotic hymn of a liberty-loving people.
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}y Fatherland

True love unto the grave

1l srear thee with heart and hand;
For what I em and what I have

I thank thee, my Fatherland.

liy heart 1as ready to render thanks
llot only in words and songs;

In decds I will render theae thanks
In need, in firht and in bvattle.

In joy as in sorrow

I announce to friend and [oe
Lternally we two are one

And thou art my coufort and ny Joy.

I may vote for congress
I am a free voter.

You are only an obeyer,
A subject and payer.
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46 = lly corn is always productive
And it thrives quite well.
Your potatons rot
Lven before they are planted.

U7 - Lhen I am short on meat
I ro nnd hoot a denr.
Uften you are in vant of everything
That satiofies your huiirer.

W8 - I roast ny ment
In ny own housc at the fire.
For you wood, and neat, and sult
Are far too coatly.

W - The Ytar of Texas

On to Texag, on to Toxns,

Lhere the star in field of bllue

Proclains a now werld,

ind kindles Joy in every heart

That vulues rirht, and truth, and [recdom -
Thither ny whole heart ia yn»arning.

On to Texas, on to Texas

Lhere the curve of tradition

And the old crelulity

Finally crumble to ashes and dust
Defore pure human love,

Thither my whole heart is yearning,

On to Texas, on to Texas

Where the plowshare synboliczes
Poconciliation and advancencnt,
That men may celebrate again

The sprinctine of life.

lhither my vhole heart is yeiurning,

On to Texns, on to Toxas !
Golden astar, thou art the horald
Of our nov and happier life!
For, what free hearts hora for
They have never hoped in vuin.

I sulute thee, (olden starl

410 « A messenger carrying a dispateh from anta dAnna  to
Filisola had Jjuat been captured. The disuatch revealed
~anta Anna's plan of clouing in on Houston's army and
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destroying it, Genecrals Urrca and Filisola were to
Join him in this final manouvre,

f11 - The San Jacinto Dattle Hymn

To~day is the doy of lievenge,

And we will 1evenge the w1l wo,

Ltrike up, strike up the doncel

Uy, Into the inticunclisnt

Avay, swift as the wing,

Pefore tho encny bethinks hinmcelf.
Cry Alamol ury Alamo ! Cry . lanol attack !
And storn, atorm and triuwa hi

e know for whtt we are fighting,
It ig a fair, o holy war:
"e march into bLattle
or our lreedon and |1 hts
il0Yensane

Let us quiclien our puce

«l1at tle Lattle mt y Le decided.
L.ay our lot Le only this

To te free or dead Lere Lelow.
HUNYevoes e

J12 - leveries of llone in Yexun

The gettlcr sits at the door

Dathed in the nild luster of the moon
snd ¢ings to his mandoline

Out upon the silent nipht.

413 = In his sutoliography he menltions sevaral occusions wlen
he had to weep. whon lionristte his fricnd died in 1U46,
Le vrites: ™llen on the 1l8th of Ajril 1 read the
letters vhich had arrived I waa doeply moved by the sad
noust! lenrictte detdd L triecd to vuppreus ny rrief,
Lut in ny room I dedicated the remory of ny decad friend
pany a tour, until at lost the silent uldnipht clowved
ny tircd eyes®. .[oin when Poutor luchs cang sgome of
Lis congs that doalt mith emigration lhe writes: “loars
cane to our eycs®, lwo day? later when he s'w the
emigrants off Le wmiltes: “"..o L o very uelancholy. I
hod to wcep nuch® (LoGe "€4'01e7, Pel94)s Len Gustav
brezel ocoiled for icxas in 10817 ke rrites: *‘he fare=-



wgll was hard for c¢veryone, not an eye remained dry'.
(Los.lLle. «74Ds L07)

414 - lhe word "volkatuemlich® is one of those words thnt lLas

-

&

no equivalent in tho Lu lich lan;ua es It is difficult
to translale it at alls. 4ho nord po.ular taken in its
donotation as derived frou the Latin popul:ris, conmes,
perhups, nearest to it. L-38 Volkstueniiche,thon is that
which expre-'cea the feelinyr, dealrco, emotions, of the
peoyle talken collectivelys Jurtl us the traits of child-
hoed wro not the traits of an indivi wal child, but of
children, in tle abatract, 80 that which is volkatucemlich
doco nut churict.rize one inlividu.l people but peoples
in tho abstract,

I will rounin in my Fatherlmnd

Its lot .lLall also Us ninc

Its sorrow «nd its dismace and Lhame

As vell as its fame and fortune are mine.
I will remain in nmy latherlund

And no power on earth shall drive ne away.
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