Soviet Scientists
May Visit Here
On Rice ‘Ike Day’

By BILL PANNILL
The Cold War may come to the
Rice campus October 24th with
the visits of President Eisenhow-
er and perhaps eight touring Rus-
sian scientists.

Although the visits are as yet
unofficial on the part of the Uni-
versity, their doubtful status it-
self will provide Riceiteg with an
\eye-witness view of a Cold War
protol skirmish.

RESTRICTIONS ON the scien-
tists’ travel have been urged by
W. W. Keeler, executive vice-
president of Phillips Petroleum
Company, and leader of a similar,
ten-man American group that
toured Russia in August under
State Department auspices, The
two tours are part of the cul-
tural exchange agreements ne-
gotiated between the U, 8. and
the Soviet Union in balmier days.
Mr. Keeler complains that strict
Russian watch was placed on his
group and urges the same treat-
ment here for the Soviets. He was
also aggravated by Russian spy
charges made after his party had
left Russia. :
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PROTOCOL DIFFICULTIES

are certain to arise if the tour
is made, owing to the presence
on the campus the same day of
the President of the TUnited
States, scheduled to speak to the
University.
. The problems will arise from
the recent worsening of Russo-
American relations. The same
sort of problems were encountered
at the United Nations General
Assembly meeting earlier this
month, when top-level diplomatic
decisions had to be made about
such a simple matter as what
manner of greetings were to be
exchanged if the President en-
countered Mr. Khruschev. The
same problems could presumably
arise on a lesser scale here, since
the scientists are official repre-
sentatives of the Soviet govem—
ment.

RICE IS THE ONLY univer-
sity in the country on the Rus-
sians’ tentative itinerary. Repre-
sentatives of the Russian petro-
leum industry, they will also as-
sist Austin and Midland in Tex-
as, and other petroleum centers

throughout the country. £y
. Dr. LeVan Griffis, Dean of B
gineering, told The Thresher
that although a petroleum en-
gineering degree is not g
the Unlzmlty,




