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DAVID HIGGS, Organist 
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sfik1eherd 
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PROGRAM 

Variations de Concert 

From Gospel Preludes: 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Fantasia and Fugue in G Minor, 
BWV542 

INTERMISSION 

Joseph Bonnet 
(1884-1944) 

William Balcom 
(b. 1938) 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750) 

Bolero de Concert Louis-James-Alfred Lefebure-Wely 
(1817-1869) 

Suite for Organ, Op. 5 

Prelude 

Maurice Durufle 
(1902-1986) 

Sicilienne 
Toccata 

Mr Higgs appears by arrangement with 

Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc. 

The reverberative acoustics of Edythe Bates Old Recital Hall magnify the 
slightest sound made by the audience. Your care and courtesy will be appreci
ated. The taking of photographs and use of recording equipment are prohibited. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

One of Americas leading concert organists, DAVID HIGGS is also 
Chair of the Organ Department at the Eastman School of Music. He 
performs extensively throughout the United States and abroad, and has 
inaugurated many important new instruments including St. Stephans 
Cathedral, Vienna, the Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas, St. Albans 
Cathedral, England, St. Canice's Cathedral, Kilkenny, Ireland; and the 
Church of St. Ignatius Loyola in New York City. His performances with 
numerous ensembles have included the Chamber Music Society of Lin
coln Center, the Orpheus Ensemble, Chanticleer, and the Empire Brass. 
Since his 1987 debut with the San Francisco Symphony, he has played 
many Christmas concerts to capacity audiences at San Francisco s Davies 
Symphony Hall, and in recent years, he has continued this tradition at Walt 
Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Higgs performs, teaches, and adjudicates at festivals and compe
titions throughout the world. In England he has appeared several times 
at the Oundle International Festival and Organ Academy, the St. Albans 
International Festival and Competition, and the Cambridge Summer Fes
tival. 

A native of New York City, Higgs held his first position as a church 
organist at age ten, as a teenager, he performed classical music as well 
as rock, gospel, and soul music. He earned the Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees at the Manhattan School of Music, and the Performers 
Certificate from the Eastman School of Music. His teachers have included 
Claire Caci, Peter Hurford, Russell Saunders, and Frederick Swann. In 
New York City, he was Director of Music and Organist at Park Avenue 
Christian Church, and later Associate Organist of the Riverside Church, 
where he also conducted the Riverside Choral Society. After moving to 
San Francisco in 1986, he became Director of Music and Organist at St. 
Marks Episcopal Church in Berkeley, Director of Church Music Studies at 
the Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, and Organist/Choir 
Director at Temple Emanu-El in San Francisco. 

In addition to his significant performing career, Higgs has distin
guished himself as a pedagogue. He was appointed to the faculty of the 
Manhattan School of Music upon graduation from that institution, and has 
been a member of the faculty of the Eastman School of Music since 1992. 
His students have won prizes in prestigious international competitions, 
and hold important positions in leading academic and religious institu
tions. 

Mr. Higgs has recorded for Delos International, Pro Organo, Arsis, 
Loft, and Gothic records. 


